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~ EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ 1
i  ~ BOCbMA HEAIAA TTICAA ITATAECATHULIT ~ 3
4 ~ 1.257t DAY OF WAR IN UKRAINE ~

Statue of St. Michael the
Archangel that stands above
Kyivs Independence Square.

St. Michael is patron saint of
the Ukrainian capital.
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Se. (DIChAEL Ghe
Christ entrusts some problems to us His disciples and asks us
ARCHANGEL to deal with the problems. He doesn’t miraculously make the
Defend people of problems go away. He says to us: I am not taking hunger away,

. . but 1 empower you to do the work necessary for these people to feel cared
Ukraine in battle; be their = 5, md'fo be f);d The disciples thems)élj;es hadptf proxjf[ide the

defence against the food and distribute it. We obey Christ not by having problems
go away but by dealing with them. The Gospel lesson began
i with Jesus seeing the crowd and feeling compassion for
the devil. May God them. The Gospel lesson ends with Jesus feeding them. It is

rebuke h1m, we humbly the work of the Church.
pray; and to you, O

wickedness and snares of

i Xpucroc AoBipse Aefxi mpobaemu Ham, CBoiM yuHAM, i
Prince of the heavenly IIPOCKTH HAC BUpIIIyBaTH i mpodaemu. Bin He AmBOM ycyBae

host by the power of npobaemu. Bin kae mam: U we nosbasanw sac 20100y, ane dar
’ . 6aM CULY BUKOMY6amu HeobXiOHY pobomy, wob yi 100U 6104y6a1u
God, thrust into hell mypbomy ma Oyau  Hazo0oéarni”. VUHI cami IIOBHHHI OyAd

Satan and the other evil  3abesmeunru fxy ta posaarn il. Mu cayxaemocst Xpucra He

. . TAM, IO HAIN TPOOAEMH 3HHUKAIOTH, 4 THM, IO MH
spitits who are trying to > o1 b N o
BHPIIITYEMO IX. €BAHTEABCHKUI YPOK PO3IIOYaBCA 3 TOrO, IO

invade Ukraine. Icyc moOaumB mHaTtOBIm 1 BIAYYB AO HBOIO CIIIBYYTTA.
Amen €BaHTEABCHKHE YPOK 3aKIHUYETHCA THM, 110 Icyc roaye ix. e
podota [lepxsu.




SUNDAY HYMNS ~ HEAIABHI ITICHI

OPENING HYMN B crpaci i moxopi ~ We Are Gathered Here (pg. 234-235)

COMMUNION HYMN Burrait mix mamu ~ With Solemn Greeting (pg. 244-245)

CLOSING HYMN bowxe Beankuii, €annnii (pg. 264)
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE ~ PO3KAAA BOT'OCAV/KIHDb

SUNDAY, Aug 3 Divine Liturgy ~ BoxecrBenna Airypris 10:00 AM

MONDAY, Aug 4 NO SERVICES

TUESDAY, Aug 5 NO SERVICES

WEDNESDAY, Aug 6 NO SERVICES

THURSDAY, Aug 7 NO SERVICES

FRIDAY, Aug 8 NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, Aug 9 NO SERVICES

SUNDAY, Aug 10 Divine Liturgy ~ BoxkecrBernna Airypris 10:00 AM

NOTE: to request a Divine Liturgy, please speak with Fr. Yuriy

"”"’ ~  stanicholas.victoria@gmail.com

PARISH OPERATING COST

The annual operation cost for our parish (per 2024 financial report) is
approximately $200,000 a year. This works out to $3,846 per week.

How can I help? If you are working, donating one hour of your income per week
will safeguard the financial future of our parish. WAYS TO DONATE: scan QR code
below, e-transfer, tap to donate Square terminal or cash.

B NIeEIS] ~ Square terminal for donations located in the church entrance ~

PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES ~ VAIAEHHS TATHCTB DONATE

CONFESSIONS / CTTOBIAD - « et ettt ee e e e eee e e e eeeeeaans before or after services ’,rl
BAPTISMS / XPEIIEHHT . .. erv e e e e e e by appointment ol 1'

MARRIAGES/IIIAIOBH. ..six months notice should be given to the parish M .o,

priest, and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made al -
FUNERALS/TTOXOPOHHM. .......uuuieeeieiiiiiee e by appointment . '1:5 -~ ]
BLESSINGS/OCBAUEHHM. ... .ttt et eiieeaeeieeaeaaeeeeeneaes contact priest

HOSPITAL VISITS/BIABIAMHU B AIKAPHI. .. ... . ... at any time 250.384.2292 E

Ukrainian Catholic Church ~ www.ugcc.ua ~ Vkpaiaceka I'pexo-Karoaunmpka Llepksa
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ST. NICHOLAS
THE WONDERWORKER

CB. MUKOAASA YYAOTBOPLIA

————— ™

OFFICE
250.384.2255
www.stnicholasparish.org
st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com

— T ——

1112 Caledonia Ave.
Victoria, BC V8T 1G1
—— T ————

PRIEST
Rev. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy

yuriy.vyshnevskyy@nweparchy.ca

250.384.2292

DONATE FOR UKRAINE

www.stnicholasparish.org

ONATE TO HELP UKRAINIANS
m ARRIVING ON SOUTH VANCOUVER

ISLAND ~ Make cheques payable to Sz
Nicholas church’ with memo Newcomers fund’. You
can also donate cash or via e-transfer to
st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com. Click DONATE
button on the parish website

www.stnicholasparish.org to donate via
CanadaHelps. Tax receipts will be issued.

EQUESTS & WILLS ~ Leaving a
E bequeath is a process of giving a donation

through your will. It is simply a
distribution from your estate to a charitable
organization through your last will and testament.
It can be as small or as large a donation as you
wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer
about the process. In your kindness please
remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker
Ukrainian Catholic Church in your bequeath and
will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in
their will, the following clause may be included or
added to a will: “I give, devise, and bequeath to
St. Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian
Catholic Parish - 7772 Caledonia Avenue, 1 ictoria
BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ (or %
of my estate), to be used for the benefit of the
parish and its pastoral activities.”

g+ ¥ W
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PRAYER FOR THE AFFLICTED PEOPLE OF UKRAINE IN TIME OF WAR

Lord Jesus Christ, our God, we entreat
@ You to hear the earnest prayer of Your

beloved Church of Kyivan Rus’ for her
deeply afflicted children abiding in the land of
Ukraine. Behold their grave sorrow and
grievous plight, and speedily come to their aid.
Deliver Your vulnerable people from unjust
aggressors, foreign invasion and the terror of
war. Strengthen courageous defenders of the
nation to fight virtuously, inspired more by
love of those they protect than hatred of the enemy. O compassionate Lord, shelter the displaced,
heal the wounded, console the orphan, protect the widow, comfort those who mourn, and mercifully
receive into Your Kingdom those who have nobly died guarding their homeland against every
aggression. Quickly make cease the spilling of blood of friend and foe alike, yet stir many to bravely
struggle for that true justice which alone can bring lasting peace. O kind-hearted Lord, as You are
our peace, soften the hearts of the unmerciful and convert those who promote hostilities toward
reconciliation, so that Your beloved children of the land of Ukraine, may abide in that tranquility,
justice and freedom which reflects your Kingdom, where You reign with Your eternal Father, and
Your most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now, and forever and ever. Amen.

ocrtoan Icyce Xpmcre boxe mam,
r Ooaaraemo Tebe, BucAyxail mupy

MoAnTBYy TBoe€i yaroOaenoi Ilepxsu
Kuiscpkoi Pyci 32 BaKKO CTPaKAAFOUNX AITEH
yKpafHCpKOro Kparo. CIIOrAfHb MHAOCTHBHM
OKOM Ha IX AMXOAITTA Ta AACKABO HOCIIIIM HA
AOIIOMOTY. 3BIABHH CBIlf O€33aXHCHHI HAPOA
BIA HECIIPABEAAMBHUX 3arapOHUKIB, HAIIIeCTA
arpecopis Ta TEpOpy BifiHH. 3MIIIHE CHAOFO
TBoero ycix A0OAeCHHX 1 BIABAXKHHX
3aXHCHHKIB AAl AOOpOUYECHOI GOpPOTHOH, 1100
BOHH paAIlle KEPYBAaAHCA AIOOOB’IO AO
0e33aXUCHHUX, aHDK HEHAaBUCTIO A0 BoporiB. O Ilpemmaocepanunii I'ocrioam, 3axoponun
IIEPECEACHIIIB, 3IIIAM ITOPAHEHHUX, OOPOHU CHPIT, IATPHMAH BAIB, TIOTIII CKOPOOTHHUX Ta AACKABO
npuiimu Ao TBoro Ilapcrsa Beix, XTO OAarOPOAHO BIAAAB CBOE KHUTTA B OOOPOHI BaThKIBINMHM Bia
HarraAiB Boporis. [locmimm 3ynmmHITH KpOBOIPOAUTTA AK APYra, Tak i HEAPYra Ta 3allaAM Cepls
6araTpOX A0 MyKHBOI OOPOTBOH 33 ICTHHHY CIIPABEAAUBICTD, IO € AKEPEAOM TPUBAAOro mMupy. O
Aobpocepanii T'ocrroan, T — Harnr Mup, ITOMAKIITE 329€PCTBIAL CEpPIlf, HABEPHU THX, XTO CIIPUAE
BOCHHIM AlfiM, AO HpuMHpeHHs, 100 TBil YAIOOACHHI YKPaiHCBKI HAPOA BTIIIABCA MHPOM,
CIIPAaBEAAMBICTIO Ta CBOOOAOXO — o3Hakamu TBoro Llapcrsa, B sxomy Twu maproent 3 Ilpeasiammm
Tsoim Orniem, i Beecsarum, baarum 1 ZKusorsoprnm Tsoim Ayxom, HuHI, 1 TOBCAKYAC, 1 Ha BIKK
BiKiB. AMIHB.




ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ OI'OAOIIIEHHA

M 3 AHEM HAPOAJKEHHSA ~ HAPPY BIRTHDAY to ANNA VYSHNEVSKA, MARK
ZELYK and all those who celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our God continue
to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all times. Muoras Airal

[ ST. VOLODYMYR EPARCHIAL SUMMER CAMP ~ we invite all youth and children to
take part in the upcoming St. Volodymyr Eparchial Summer Camp. This is a wonderful opportunity
for spiritual growth, fellowship, and fun in a faith-filled environment. Calling all adventurers aged
7-15! Get ready for a week of fun, friendship, and faith as we celebrate Ukrainian Catholic culture in
an exciting camp experience. Dates: August 17 - 22, 2025. Location: Camp Tulahead in Princeton.
Water fun — swimming, kayaking, canoeing. Arts, crafts & field games. Campfires, theme days &
contests. Catechism & faith-building activities. Cost: $460. Bus Transportation: available from
New Westminster. Round trip: +$90. One way: +$50. Registration will be available starting June
4 on Eventbrite; Search Camp St. Volodymyr BC 2025. Follow us for updates! @csv.nweparchy.
csv.nweparchy@gmail.com.How can you help? This year, we are looking for donations to support
camp t-shirts, arts and crafts supplies, and overall camp needs. Your generosity will help create an
unforgettable experience for our campers!

[ THRIFTY’S PREPAID FOOD CARDS ~ We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6% of
it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and $500
denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre-order your cards. We need to sell A LOT of
them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too.

M PRAYER REQUEST ~ ITPOXAHHA ITPO MOAUTBY ~ Please keep in your prayers the
members of our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and
those who are not able to join actively in their community. ITpocumo, MoaiTscs 3a mapadifs, piAHEX
Ta APY3iB, fIKI XBOPIIOTh, IIEPEOYBAIOTH § AIKAPHAX, OYAMHKAX IIPECTAPIAUX, 4 TAKOXK 32 THX, XTO HE
MOKE AKTHBHO IIPHEAHATHCSA AO CIIABHOTH.

[ TAMHA CITOBIAI ~ SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION ~ before and after daily (9am)
and Sunday (10am) Liturgies; ~ mepea i mmicad mmoaennol Aitypril o 9 roa 1 HeaiapHOI 0 10 TOA.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS ~ VCTAB AITVPI'II

The Divine Liturgy of our Father among the Saints Jobn Chrysoston.
Scripture readings from the New Testament are taken from the
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition.

Vipaincoxor - y nepexnadi lsara Xomenxa.

Troparion, Tone 7: By Your cross You destroyed death;* You opened Paradise to the thief;* You
changed the lamentation of the myrrh-bearers to joy,* and charged the apostles to proclaim* that
You are risen, O Christ our God,* offering great mercy to the world.

Glory: Kontakion, Tone 7: No longer shall the dominion of death be able to hold humanity,* for
Christ went down shattering and destroying it s powers.* Hades is bound.* The prophets exult with
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one voice.* The Saviour has come for those with faith, saying:* “Come forth, O faithful, to the
resurrection!”

Now: Theotokion, Tone 7: O all-praised treasury of our resurrection, we hope in you,* bring us
up from the pit and depth of sin,* for you have saved those subject to sin* by giving birth to our
Salvation,* O Virgin before childbirth, and Virgin in childbirth,* and still a Virgin after childbirth.

Prokeimenon, Tone 7: The Lord will give strength to His people;* the Lord will bless His people
with peace. Verse: Bring to the Lord, O you sons of God; bring to the Lord young rams. (Psalw
28:11,1)

Epistle ~ 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 ~ A reading from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul
to the Corinthians. Brothers and Sisters, 1 appeal to you, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my
name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I
baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not
with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. For the
message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God.

Alleluia, Tone 7: [erse: It is good to give praise to the Lord; and to sing to Your name, O Most
High. "erse: To announce Your mercy in the morning, and Your truth every night. (Psalm 91:2,3)

Gospel ~ Matthew 14:14-22 ~ At that time, Jesus went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had
compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,
“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into
the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he
said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five
loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five
thousand men, besides women and children. Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat
and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest (Psalm 148:1).*
Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia.

 — =~ - Te—

Tpomap, raac 7: 3mmmmus Twu xpectom TBoiM cmepTh,* BIAYMHNB PpO3OIHHHUKOBI pail,*
MHPOHOCHIIAM IIAQY HA PAAICTH IIEPEMIHHB* 1 aITOCTOAAM 3BEAIB IIPOIIOBIAYBaTH,* 110 BOCKpec Tu,
Xpucre boxke,* Aaroum CBITOBI BEAHKY MHAICTb.




CaaBa: Konpak, raac 7: Bike OiabIme BAajaa CMEPTH HE 3MOKE AIOACH Aepskatim,® 3idmmoB 6o
XpucToc, 3HUINUBINN 1 3HIBEUYHUBIIN CHAH 11,* 3B’A3y€ThCA aA,* IIPOPOKHU 7K OAHOAYIIIHO PaAlfOTh.*
3’ aBuBca Crac THM, IO BIPYIOTh, IpOMOBAAIOUH:* BuxoApTe, BipHI, AO BOCKpECIHHH.

I suni: Boropoamunnii, raac 7: fIk Ha ckapOHMIFO HAIIOrO BOCKpeciHHA,* HasleMoch Ha TeOe,
BcexBaapHa,* TOXK BHBEAM HAC 3 AMU H 0Oe30AHI mporpixi,* 00 Tu cracaa INAAETAHX Tpixam,
nopoAusin Harn Cracinaa* Sk mepea HapoaxeHHAM TH OyAa AiBa,* Tak 1 B pPOAKEHHI 1 IO
HapoaxeHHi, Tu 3aanmmaace AiBoro.

ITpoxkimen, raac 7: 'ocrioap cuay Aroaam Coim aacth,* I'ocioab T0OOAArocAOBHTE AIOACH CBOIX
mupom. Crux: Ipunecits I'ocroaesi, cunn bowxi, mpunecits I'ocrioaesi MOAOARX OapaHIIB.

Ariocroa ~ 1 Kopunran 1:10-18 ~ Ao Kopunran Ilocaanma Cearoro Amocroaa ITasaa
UYwranna: bpamms i cecmpu, Oaararo Bac im’aM 'ocrroaa marmmoro Icyca Xpucra, mo6 Bu Bci Te came
TOBOPHAM; IIIOO He OYAO PO3KOAIB IIOMIK BaMH, aA€ IMOO OYAM ITOEAHAHI B OAHIM PO3yMIiHHI H Y
oAHIH aymml. SI 0o aoBiaaBcsa mpo Bac, MOI Oparn, BIA ATOAEH XAOf, IIO MIK BAMH € CYIIEPEYKH.
Kasky x mpo Te, mo koxen 3 Bac ropoputs: “SI — IlaBaiB, a 1 — Aoaaocis, a 1 — Kudwun, a 1 —
Xpucris.” Uu x Xpucroc posaiauscar Xioa [TaBao Oys posr’aruii 3a Bac? Ao xi0a B [TaBaose iM’s
Bu xpuctuauca? Adxyro Borosi, mo f HikKOro 3 Bac He oxpucTHB, KpiM Kpmcia Ta I'as, 06 He
CKa3aB XTOCB, ITIO BU OyAm oxpurneHi B Moe iM’a. Oxpuctus 1 tex AiM Credpana; a OGIABII He 3HAIO,
Y[ XPUCTHUB i KOTOCh HIIOrO. XPHCTOC K€ IIOCAAB MEHE HE XPHCTHUTH, a OAArOBICTHTH, 1 TO HE
MYAPICTIO CAOBa, ITOO XpecT XpUCTa HE CTaB OE3yCIIIIHUM. BO CAOBO PO XpecT — rAYIIOTA THM,
110 TTOTUOAIOTh, 4 AAST HAC, ITIO CITACAEMOCH, CHAA bowxa.

Aanays, raac 7: Crux: ANobpe BoHO - mpocaasaftu 'ocmoaa, i criBatu TBoemy imeni, BeeBurmi.
Crmuxc: 3BimaTn BpaHii TBOXO MUAICTB, HOYaMU - TBOXO BIpHICTE.

€panreaie ~ Marea 14:14-22 ~ V moi vac, Buiimosim, Icyc moOagmB cuAy HApPOAy i
3MHAOCEPAUBCA HaA HUMH Ta BUTOIB iXHIX HeAyxHX. fIkxe HacTaB Bewip, MAIMIITAM AO HBOTO HOTO
yaHi i kaxyTb: “Ilycre me micre Ta It yac MUHYB yxe. BIAmycTu Aroaeli, Hexal IAyTh IO CEAAX Ta
KymasaTe codi moxmBu.” A Icyc ckasa im: “He 1peba im BiaxoAnmTH: aAafite Bu im ictu.”” Bomm x
MOBAAITb AO HBOTO: “Mu MaeMO TyT TIABKH II'ATh XAIOIB 1 AB1 puO1.” Toal BiH kaxe: “IIpunecits Meni
ix croan.” I, 3BeAIBIIIM HAPOAOBI IIOCIAATH Ha TPaBl, B3AB ITATh XAIOIB 1 ABI pHOH, IIABIB 04l AO HEOA,
ITOOAArOCAOBHB 1 PO3AAMAB Ti XAIOH, 1 AaB yUHAM, a y4IHI — ATOAAM. Bel ian Ao Hacuty i Ha3OHpasu
KYCHIB, IIIO 30CTAAUCSH, ABAHAALATH KOIIIB IIOBHHUX. THX e, IO IAH, OYAO fAKHX IUATH THCAY
YOAOBIKIB, OKPIM 7KIHOK T2 AlTeil. I 3apa3 e CITOHyKaB yJIHIB YBIATH AO YOBHA H IIEPEITAUCTH HA TOH
OiK paHiIIe BiA HbOTO, THM YaCOM fIK BiH BIAITYCKaB HApPOA.

ITpraacuawmit: Xsaaite I'ocrroaa 3 Hebec,* xaaite Moro na Bucorax. AAUAYA, aAHAys, aAHAYH!

EBAHT'EAI3ALILA V TIEPIOA BIVMHI

Byab-sika eBanreaisaris, Ak i OyAb-AKe IPOTOAOIIIEHHA KEPUIMH BEAYTh AO IPHHHATTA CBATHX
TaiuctB, Ao xurra cimoma Cearumu TaimcrBamu Ilepksu. «lle Beprmmma yciei mammoi
eBaHTeAl3ani] — xuTH TalHCTBAMU Y KOHKpETHIN mmapadii, HTH AOPOIOIO CITACIHHA», — KaKe BiH.

Baaauka Mocadar Momud, enrckonr YepHiBerpkoi emapxii, HATOAOIIYE HA TICHOMY 3B ’A3KY
MUK €BaHTreAlzamiero, m3HaaHAM Icyca Xprcra ta 31iAeHHAM paH BiHN. «KoAm mporoasomyerses




Ocoba Icyca Xpmcra — IIOMEPAOro, BOCKPECAOIO 1 IIPOCAABACHOIO, 1 HOIO Aap CHACIHHA
(kepurmy), To Icyc cam smiase. Moro Bowectsenna aro60B smiase parn. Koaw Aroamsa mpuiivac
Bora six Barbka, aocsiauye i mepesxmpsac Moro Ar06oB, yesiaomaroe Te, o Bin ii cymposoaxye —
came Iie 3I1Af€ 1 3BiAbHAE AroAmHY. HaBiTh me crocyeTbcs eMONIMHHX YH IICHXOAOTITYHHX TPaBM.
[ToalOHO fIK 1 ITOBOAATBCA MaAl AITH, fIK ITiA OATBKIBCBKIM IIOTASIAOM BEAYTH ceOe BIABHO, CBODIAHO

i Oesmeuyno. Mwu moBUHHI 3aBKAM mam statu upo Te, mo wmaemo Otms Hebecnoro,
MH HE € IIOKHHYTHMH HaBiTh y d¥aci miei Bifinn. bor € 3 mamu! Lle Aae Ham cBOOOAY, BIABHICTB
1 BHYTPIIIHINA CITOKIH», — MOBHB O4iAbHUK [ laTpiaprrol komicii y cripaBax eBaHTeAl3arti.

NOT TO BAPTIZE BUT TO PREACH

When we read the Acts of the Apostles we may feel that the Apostles had success after
success. That wasn’t always the case. St Paul had the following experience in Athens, the intellectual
capital of the Greek world, recorded in Acts 17:16-34. He was waiting for Silas and Timothy to
rejoin him and continue their journey when, as the Scripture says, “..his spirit was provoked within him
when he saw that the city was given over to idols. Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the Gentile
worshippers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there”.

For Jews the greatest uncleanness and lawlessness was idolatry, not believing in the one true
God. Roman society was based on a religion of many gods and goddesses; for Paul that made it e
facto unclean and lawless. And it led to “wore uncleanness”” When we recall that devotion to “the
protectress of Rome,” the fertility goddess Cymbele, involved intercourse with temple prostitutes we
can understand how — at least as far as St Paul was concerned — idolatry begets immorality, making
its followers “slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness.” Having been baptized, Roman Christians were
now to be “slaves of righteonsness” instead.

For St. Paul, righteousness was certainly not to be found in the idolatry of pagan Greece and
Rome, nor in the observances of Rabbinic Judaism. While the Jews considered righteousness a
matter of keeping the Law of Moses, St. Paul insisted that righteousness was found only through
our relationship with Christ. The bulk of the Epistle to the Romans would elaborate this teaching.
There, we are told, he encountered some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers. “And some said, ‘W hat
does this babbler want to say?” Others said, ‘He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods,” becanse he preached to them
Jesus and the resurrection”. Epicureans believed in a form of materialism, denying any kind of “dzvine
intervention” in the world. Stoics believed that the universe itself is god and its principles can be
discerned by human reason.

These philosophers took Paul “..and brought him to the Aregpagus [public square], saying, ‘May we
know what this new doctrine is of which you speak? For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore
we want to know what these things mean.’ For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in
nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing”.

HE TPEBA IM BIAXOAUTU: AATE BU IM ICTU

Aroanm OyAam TaK 3axorAeHi Iponosiaaro Crmacmread, IO 30BCIM HE AyMaAH IIPO 3€MHI
OTpedH, — HE3UYAUCH, AK OIMHUAHUCA B IIYCTEABHOMY MICIH, A€ HE OYAO HOKHBH. TOAL altOCTOAH,
yani Icyca Xpucra, mpocsts Moro sikoch sapaants miif curyartii, mob Moxma GYAO HATOAYBATH
AIOACH. AITOCTOAM HAaBITH HE AOIYCKAIOTH AYMKH, IO XPHCTOC MOKE AATH AFOAAM DKy. A 1me




O1ABIIIC HE CIOAIBAIOTHCH, IIIO BOHM CaMi MOKYTb IIIOCh AATH LM AFoAdM. Came B i curyarii Icyc
Xpucroc kaxe i 3HameHnTi caoBa: “Aatire Bu im ictu”. ToOTO: cpobyiite 3poOUTH IIOCH, IO
MOJKeTe y Liif CHTyarti.

3 oaHOro 60Ky, Mu OaumMo uyao — Icyc Xprcroc momMHOXKye XAIOH. A 3 1HIIIOIO — IIEpeA
HAMU IIOCTA€ CHTYALIA AIACHHA, OO AFOAM MAAH IUATH XAIOIB 1 ABI puOH I IIOYAAM AIAUTHCH, AABATH
OAHI OAHUM. SIK Ile BAXKAMBO B HAILIOMY JKHTTI — BMITH IIOAIAUTHCA, AATH IIIOCh KOMYCb IHITIOMY.
I'ocrioAp He TIABKEI POOHTE YyAO IIOMHOMKEHHSA XAIOIB, 2 I BYUTH AIAHTHCH, AABATH TE, IO B HAIIINX
cuAax 1 3mo03i, — a bBor aomosumts. Took pobGimo Bce, mo Moxemo, a bBor 3aBxam e
HIOMHOYKHUTH!

EVEN COMPLAINING TO GOD IS A FORM OF PRAYER

To complain to God in moments of doubt and fear like Abraham is not something bad, but
rather is a form of prayer that requires the courage to hope beyond all hope. While in life there may
be times of frustration and darkness, “hope is still there and it moves us forward”.

“I won’t say that Abraham loses patience, but he complains to the Lord. This is what we learn
from our father Abraham: complaining to the Lord is a form of prayer. Sometimes I hear
confessions where people say, I complained to the Lord.” But no. [Continue| to complain; he is a
father and this is a form of prayer. Complain to the Lord, this is good,” he said. This hope gave
Abraham the ability to “go beyond human reason, and worldly wisdom and prudence” to believe in
the impossible. “Hope opens new horizons; it makes us able to dream that which isn’t imaginable.

Hope makes us enter into the darkness of an uncertain future to walk in the light”. But this
path is not without its difficulties, even for Abraham, who, after months of travel, began to doubt
God’s promise of a son borne by his wife, Sarah. It is in this moment, that Abraham prays to God
in the dark of night, a darkness that mirrored his “disappointment, discouragement and the
difficulty of continuing to hope in something impossible”.

Faith is not just silent acceptance or a “certainty that secures us from doubt and perplexity,”
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but it also means “to argue with God and show him our bitterness without ‘pious pretences™.

“I became angry with God, I told him this, this, and that’ But he is a father and he
understands you; go in peace. You must have this courage. This is hope”. It is in the darkness of
night and in the darkness of his own doubts that Abraham once again receives, believes and hopes
in God’s promise of descendants as numerous as the stars. “To believe, it is necessary to know how
to see with the eyes of faith; we all may [look up and] only see stars, but for Abraham, they become
a sign of God’s faithfulness”. “Hope never disappoints.”

SALT LOOSES ITS VALUE

In the Aramaic language, one word was used to signify both earth and clay oven. Instead of
using wood to heat an oven, people used a mixture of dung and salt. This type of salt gathered from
the shores of the Deaf Sea was very course. Salt was a catalyst that allowed the heating mixture to
burn. But after a certain time the salt would lose this property and would no longer be of value.
That is why Jesus said 'it is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trample underfoot'.




Thus for Jesus and the people of his time salt was a chemical agent that helped to start a fire: to
bake bread, provide warmth, to give light. Metaphor of salt and light: to be salt of the earth means
to be salt used in a clay oven. It means to light a fire within ourselves that will burn away the
darkness while helping us become the light of the world.

[TPABHHMK I'OCITOAHBOI'O ITPEOBPAKEHHSA (6 ceprnsn)

B METAMEP % ¥ o PCIC,

HesapoBro Ao modarky
CBOIX CTPaKAQHB, XPHCTOC
Oepe 13 coboro Ilerpa,
Axosa it Moana, BUXOAUTD
3 HuMu Ha Topy TaBop i
TYyT Ha MOAHTBI
IIPUBIAKPUBAE IIEPEA HUMMU
catiBo CBOro OOoKecTBa.

Yomy came 1i Tpoe
anmoctoAiB? Ha Aymxy
CBATOTO Noama
Aamackuna, XpUCTOC y31B
13 coboro Ilerpa, 1mob TOI,
XTO IPHAIOAHO BHU3HAaB
Xpucrose 060XKeECTBO,
ITOYYB IATBEpAKEHHA cBoro BusHaHHA 1 BiA Hebecroro Orna. I'ocioas y3as ma Tasop Skosa, 60
TOM MaB OyTH IEPIIHM €HCKOIIOM Epycasmma i IEPIINM 3 alIOCTOAIB IIOBUHEH OYB BIAAATH CBOE
xuTTA 32 Xpucra. Ykiam Cracureab 3poous cBiakoMm CBoel mepeMiHu i arrocroAa Noana, 60 Toit
6ys foro yaobGaenum yuamem. €parreanct Voaw, 36armysmm Xpucrose Gowectso ma Tasopi,
omicaf y cBoemy Eanreairo rucas: “Crokonsicy 6y.10 Caoso, i 3 bocom 6y10 Caoso, i Caoso 6y.10 — boe”.

Vi 1pm anocToAn, cBiAKI XpHCTOBOI CAaBH Ha TaBOpi, OYAYTH OIICAA CBIAKAMM i HMoro aromit
B OamBHIM I'opoal. Sk ranboko Xpucropa repemina 3anmcasacs B IXHIX CEPIIAX BHAHO 3 TOTO, IO
BOHH ITHCaAM IPO Hel dgepes Oarato pokiB. Arocroa Ilerpo y Apyromy mocaanni Bipy B Xpucra
CKPIITAIOE 3TaAkoT0 PO Voro caasre TTpeoGpaseH s, KasKy<, 110 BOHE GYAM “Waounumiu csidkamu
Uozo seanui. Bo Bin npuiinse 6i0 Boca Omys wecms i caasy, xoau do Heoco nputianos maxui zon0c 60 6eauunoi
caasu: “Lle mit Curt s106uil, axozo 4 6n0dobas”. I yeil eon0c mu wyau, ax exoous 3 neba, xoau mu 6yau 3 Hum na
ceamini 20pi”. A cearmit esarreanct Moan i3 3axonaenuam micarumMe y ceoemy €sanreairo: ‘I wu crasy
Hozo baunan — crasy Edunopodnozo sid Omys, 6.aazodammio ma icmutoro cnosrerozo”.

[IpeoOpaxenna HaAeKHTh AO 12 BeAMKHX IIpasHUKIB. BiH mpumasae Ha TOH dYac, KOAU
AO3piBarOTh TAOAN. | Bia HafipaBHimmux gaciB y CxiaHi# Llepksi Toro AHfA Ha HOAAKY Borosi OyBae
OAArOCAOBEHHA IIEPBICTKIB 3eMHHX HAOAIB. Llei 3puuaii llepksa meperiasasa Bia Craporo 3asiry,
AKHH ITPUIIICYBAaB IIPHHOCHTH IIEPBICTKH TAOAIB A0 T'ocmoamporo Xpamy. V' Kumsi Buxoay
unraemo: ‘Ilonaiikpame 3 nepeonnody semai msoei npurocumument y 0im 1 ocnoda, boea Teozo”.

Maroun repeA odmMa CAaBy XpHCTOBOro OoxxectBa, cBAta LlepkBa 3akAmkae cBOIX BipHHX,
o6 Ayxom BuiinAn Ha ropy Tasop i Gyan ciskamu Noro niepemirm: “Tlpuidins, — euidiv na eopy
Locnoonso, y dim Boea namoeo, i nobauumo crasy Hoco IlpeoGpancenia, crasy ax Cdunopoonozo 6i0 Omysa.
TTpusimin csimno 610 csinrna ma nioneceri dyxom, 1podiyro Counocymymy npociasmo wa 6iku’.




