Statue of St. Michael the
Archangel that stands above
Kyivs Independence Square.

St. Michael is patron saint of

the Ukrainian capital.
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ARCHANGEL
Defend people of
Ukraine in battle; be their
defence against the
wickedness and snares of
the devil. May God
rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and to you, O
Prince of the heavenly
host, by the power of
God, thrust into hell
Satan and the other evil
spirits who are trying to
invade Ukraine.
Amen.
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“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Jesus Christ gave His disciples this message in today’s gospel
passage, for He called them to demonstrate the mercy of
God to their neighbours, even those whom it is very hard to
love. He told them to treat everyone as they would like to be
treated. He said that they should love not only their friends,
but also their enemies. They were to do good even to those
who had treated them poorly. They were to lend to those
unlikely to pay them back. By doing so, their “reward will be
great” and they “will be sons of the Most High.” That is what
it means to “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

“Bydeme munoceponi, ax ¢ Omeys 6aut musroceporun.”
Icyc Xpucroc mepeaas CpoiM yduHAM IIe ITOCAAHHA Y
CHOTOAHIIITHBOMY €BAHI€ABCBKOMY YPHBKY, 00 Bin 3akamkaB
iX BUABAATH MHAOCEPAS Boie A0 cBOIX OAMIKHIX, HaBITH AO
THX, KOIO Ay/K€ BAKKO AroOmTH. BiH cKazaB iM craBuTHCA AO
BCIX Tak, fK BOHH XO4yTb, IMOO CTABHAHCA AO HHX. Bix
rOBOPHB, IO Tpeba AIOONTH HE TIABKH APY3iB, 4 H BOPOTIB.
Bonu maanm poOuti AOOpO HABITH THM, XTO 3 HUMH ITOIaHO
ITOBOAMBCSA. BoHM mOBHHHI OyANM IIO3HMYATH THM, XTO HABPAA
YU IIOBEPHYTH IX. 3poOumBIIH Iie, ixHA “Haropoaa Oyae
BEAUKOIO”, 1 BOHH “OyAyTh cuHaMu BceBumuaporo”. Ocp 1110
osuavae “bydeme munocepori, sax i Omeys 6aut Mmunoceponui’.




SUNDAY HYMNS ~ HEAIABHI ITICHI

OPENING HYMN Sx caaBen (pg. 292)
COMMUNION HYMN [Tamsu cBitamu ~ Let all creation sing out in triumph (pg. 256-257)
CLOSING HYMN bowxe Beanknit, Canmmit (pg. 264)
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE ~ PO3KAAA BOI'OCAVZKIHb

SUNDAY, Oct 19 Divine Liturgy ~ BoxkectBernna Airypris 10:00 AM
TUESDAY, Oct 21 Divine Liturgy ~ BoxkectBernna Aitypris 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY, Oct 22 Divine Liturgy ~ BoxkecrBernna Airypris 9:00 AM
THURSDAY, Oct 23 Divine Liturgy ~ BoxkecrBernna Airypris 9:00 AM
FRIDAY, Oct 24 Divine Liturgy ~ BoxkectBenna Airypris 9:00 AM

BowxecrBenna Aitypria yxpaircsxor mo6010 9:00 AM
SATURDAY, Oct 25

Great Vespers ~ Beanka Beuipra 6:00 PM

SUNDAY, Oct 26 Divine Liturgy ~ Bowxectsenna Airypris 10:00 AM

NOTE: to request a Divine Liturgy, please speak with Fr. Yuriy

"‘“’G ~  stnicholas.victoria@gmail.com

PARISH OPERATING COST OCTOBER 12 DONATIONS

The annual operation cost for our parish (per 2024
financial report) is approximately $200,000 a year.
This works out to $3,846 per week.

How can I help? If you are working, donating one
hour of your income per week will safeguard the
financial future of our parish. WAYS TO DONATE:
scan QR code below, e-transfer, tap to donate
Square terminal or cash.

Coffee: $66.90; Vigil lights: $38.00; Loose
collection: $199.00; Envelope donations:
$135.00; Pre-authorized donations and e-
transfers Oct 6 to Oct 12: $535.00; Square
donations Oct 6 to Oct 12: $39.00
TOTAL: $1,012.90
May God bless and reward you abundantly for your
generosity!

B NIe[BEIEs] ~ Square terminal for donations located in the church entrance ~

PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES ~ VAIAEHHS TATHCTB

CONFESSIONS/CITOBIAD « « ¢t et e ettt e et e e e e e e e e e aaaea before or after services
BAPTISMS/XPELLIEHHST. . .0t eett ittt iiee et aes by appointment
MARRIAGES/ILIAFOB L. . . et ttte ettt ettt e e e e e six months notice should
be given to the parish priest, and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made
FUNERALS /TIOXOPOH . .« ettt et et et et et et e e e et eee e e e by appointment
BLESSINGS/ OCBIUEHHS . .« e et vt e e e et e e e e e e e e contact priest
HOSPITAL VISITS/BIABIAMHI B ATKAPHLI. e e e teteee et et at any time 250.384.2292

Ukrainian Catholic Church ~ www.ugcc.ua ~ Vkpaiucpka ['pexo-Karoanmreka Llepksa
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ST. NICHOLAS
THE WONDERWORKER

CB. MUKOAASA YYAOTBOPLIA

————— ™

OFFICE
250.384.2255
www.stnicholasparish.org
st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com

— T ——

1112 Caledonia Ave.
Victoria, BC V8T 1G1
—— T ————

PRIEST
Rev. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy

yuriy.vyshnevskyy@nweparchy.ca

250.384.2292

DONATE FOR UKRAINE

www.stnicholasparish.org

ONATE TO HELP UKRAINIANS
m ARRIVING ON SOUTH VANCOUVER

ISLAND ~ Make cheques payable to Sz
Nicholas church’ with memo Newcomers fund’. You
can also donate cash or via e-transfer to
st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com. Click DONATE
button on the parish website

www.stnicholasparish.org to donate via
CanadaHelps. Tax receipts will be issued.

EQUESTS & WILLS ~ Leaving a
E bequeath is a process of giving a donation

through your will. It is simply a
distribution from your estate to a charitable
organization through your last will and testament.
It can be as small or as large a donation as you
wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer
about the process. In your kindness please
remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker
Ukrainian Catholic Church in your bequeath and
will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in
their will, the following clause may be included or
added to a will: “I give, devise, and bequeath to
St. Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian
Catholic Parish - 7772 Caledonia Avenue, 1 ictoria
BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ (or %
of my estate), to be used for the benefit of the
parish and its pastoral activities.”
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PRAYER FOR THE AFFLICTED PEOPLE OF UKRAINE IN TIME OF WAR

Lord Jesus Christ, our God, we entreat
@ You to hear the earnest prayer of Your

beloved Church of Kyivan Rus’ for her
deeply afflicted children abiding in the land of
Ukraine. Behold their grave sorrow and
grievous plight, and speedily come to their aid.
Deliver Your vulnerable people from unjust
aggressors, foreign invasion and the terror of
war. Strengthen courageous defenders of the
nation to fight virtuously, inspired more by
love of those they protect than hatred of the enemy. O compassionate Lord, shelter the displaced,
heal the wounded, console the orphan, protect the widow, comfort those who mourn, and mercifully
receive into Your Kingdom those who have nobly died guarding their homeland against every
aggression. Quickly make cease the spilling of blood of friend and foe alike, yet stir many to bravely
struggle for that true justice which alone can bring lasting peace. O kind-hearted Lord, as You are
our peace, soften the hearts of the unmerciful and convert those who promote hostilities toward
reconciliation, so that Your beloved children of the land of Ukraine, may abide in that tranquility,
justice and freedom which reflects your Kingdom, where You reign with Your eternal Father, and
Your most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now, and forever and ever. Amen.

ocrtoan Icyce Xpmcre boxe mam,
r Ooaaraemo Tebe, BucAyxail mupy

MoAnTBYy TBoe€i yaroOaenoi Ilepxsu
Kuiscpkoi Pyci 32 BaKKO CTPaKAAFOUNX AITEH
yKpafHCpKOro Kparo. CIIOrAfHb MHAOCTHBHM
OKOM Ha IX AMXOAITTA Ta AACKABO HOCIIIIM HA
AOIIOMOTY. 3BIABHH CBIlf O€33aXHCHHI HAPOA
BIA HECIIPABEAAMBHUX 3arapOHUKIB, HAIIIeCTA
arpecopis Ta TEpOpy BifiHH. 3MIIIHE CHAOFO
TBoero ycix A0OAeCHHX 1 BIABAXKHHX
3aXHCHHKIB AAl AOOpOUYECHOI GOpPOTHOH, 1100
BOHH paAIlle KEPYBAaAHCA AIOOOB’IO AO
0e33aXUCHHUX, aHDK HEHAaBUCTIO A0 BoporiB. O Ilpemmaocepanunii I'ocrioam, 3axoponun
IIEPECEACHIIIB, 3IIIAM ITOPAHEHHUX, OOPOHU CHPIT, IATPHMAH BAIB, TIOTIII CKOPOOTHHUX Ta AACKABO
npuiimu Ao TBoro Ilapcrsa Beix, XTO OAarOPOAHO BIAAAB CBOE KHUTTA B OOOPOHI BaThKIBINMHM Bia
HarraAiB Boporis. [locmimm 3ynmmHITH KpOBOIPOAUTTA AK APYra, Tak i HEAPYra Ta 3allaAM Cepls
6araTpOX A0 MyKHBOI OOPOTBOH 33 ICTHHHY CIIPABEAAUBICTD, IO € AKEPEAOM TPUBAAOro mMupy. O
Aobpocepanii T'ocrroan, T — Harnr Mup, ITOMAKIITE 329€PCTBIAL CEpPIlf, HABEPHU THX, XTO CIIPUAE
BOCHHIM AlfiM, AO HpuMHpeHHs, 100 TBil YAIOOACHHI YKPaiHCBKI HAPOA BTIIIABCA MHPOM,
CIIPAaBEAAMBICTIO Ta CBOOOAOXO — o3Hakamu TBoro Llapcrsa, B sxomy Twu maproent 3 Ilpeasiammm
Tsoim Orniem, i Beecsarum, baarum 1 ZKusorsoprnm Tsoim Ayxom, HuHI, 1 TOBCAKYAC, 1 Ha BIKK
BiKiB. AMIHB.




ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ OI'OAOIIIEHHA

M 3 AHEM HAPOAJKEHHSA ~ HAPPY BIRTHDAY to CINDY LAZARUK, MYKYTA
ZELYK, MYROSLAVA VETRICHENKO and all those who celebrated their birthdays this past week.
May the Lord Our God continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you
at all times. Muoras Airal

[ THRIFTY’S PREPAID FOOD CARDS ~ We all have to buy groceties. Why not have 6% of
it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and $500
denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre-order your cards. We need to sell A LOT of
them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too.

M PRAYER REQUEST ~ ITPOXAHHA ITPO MOAUTBY ~ Please keep in your prayers the
members of our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and
those who are not able to join actively in their community. ITpocumo, MoaiTecs 3a mapadifs, piAHEX
Ta APY3iB, fIKI XBOPIIOTH, IIEPEOYBAIOTH § AIKAPHAX, OYAMHKAX IIPECTAPIANX, 4 TAKOXK 32 THX, XTO HE
MOKE AKTHBHO IIPHEAHATHCSA AO CIIABHOTH.

[ TAMHA CITOBIAI ~ SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION ~ before and after daily (9am)
and Sunday (10am) Liturgies; ~ mepeAa i micad moaennol Aitypril o 9 roa 1 HeaiapHOi 0 10 TOA.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS ~ VCTAB AITVPITI

The Divine Liturgy of onr Father among the Saints John Chrysoston.
Scripture readings from the New Testament are taken from the
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition.

Vrpaircerorn - y nepexnadi lsarna Xomenxa.

Troparion, Tone 2: When You went down to death, O Life Immortal,* You struck Hades dead
with the blazing light of Your divinity.* When You raised the dead from the nether world,* all the
powers of heaven cried out:* “O Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory be to You!”

Glory: Kontakion, Tone 2: You rose from the tomb, O almighty Saviour;* and Hades, seeing this
wonder, was stricken with fear; and the dead arose.* Creation saw and rejoices with You, and Adam
exults.* And the world, my Saviour, sings Your praises for ever.

Now: Theotokion, Tone 2: The tomb and death could not hold the Mother of God,* unceasing in
her intercession and an unfailing hope of patronage,* for as the Mother of Life she was transferred
to life* by Him Who had dwelt in her ever-virgin womb.

Prokeimenon, Tone 2: The Lord is my strength and my song of praise, and He has become my
salvation. "erse: The Lord has indeed chastised me, but He has not delivered me to death. (Psa/
117:14,18)

Epistle ~ 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9 ~ A reading from the Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle
Paul to the Corinthians. Brothers and Sisters, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus (blessed be he
forever!) knows that I do not lie. In Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of




Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and
escaped from his hands. It is necessary to boast; nothing is to be gained by it, but I will go on to
visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught
up to the third heaven — whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I
know that such a person — whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows—
was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to
repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my
weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain
from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even
considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too
elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from
being too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

Alleluia, Tone 2: "erse: The Lord will hear you in the day of tribulation; the name of the God of
Jacob will shield you. erse: Lord, grant victory to the king and hear us in the day that we shall call
upon You. (Psalm 19:2,10)

Gospel ~ Luke 6:31-36 ~ The Lord said, “Do to others as you would have them do to you. “If you
love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.
If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend
to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest (Psalm 148:1).*
Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia.

Tpomap, raac 2: Koanm sitimos Tu Ao cmepru, 7Kurrs OescmeprHe,* TOAI aA ymMepTBHB TH
oAucrinaaM boxkecrsa.* Koan x 1 yMepAnx i3 rAMOnH mA3eMHHX BOockpecuB Tm,* Bcl cuan HeOecHI
B3uBaAm:* JKurreaasue, Xpucre boxke Harr, caaBa To0i.

CaaBa: Konaak, raac 2: Bockpec ecu 3 rpoby, Bcecuapnmii Crrace,* 1 aA, yBHAIBINHI dUyAO,
3:KAXHYBCA Ta I MepTBl BCTaam;* a TBOpiHHA, OaunBIy, paaie 3 Toboro, i Aaam BeceAnThCA,* 1 CBIT,
Crrace miii, mocsakgac Tebe ocribye.

I muni: Boropoamunmii, raac 2: V moawmrtBax HeBcumyiny boropoanrro* i B 3acTyIIHHIITBI
HECXHTHE YIIOBAHHA HE BTPUMAAU B cOOI Ipib 1 cMepTh;* 00 Ak Matip ZKurts IMOKAMKAB AO KHTTH
Toi,* XTO B AOHO BCEAUBCH IIOBCAKIAC AIBCTBEHHE.,

ITpoximen, raac 2: 'ocrioab — Most cuaAa i Mo micHs, * 1 Bin craB moim crmacimaam. Crzux: Tsxko
ITOKapaB MeHe 1 0cIIoAp, T2 He ImepeAaB MEHE CMepTi.

Anioctoa ~ 2 Kopunran 11:31-12:9 ~ Ao Kopuntan Apyre ITocaanua Cearoro Amocroaa
ITasaa Ywranwua: Bpammsa i cecmpu, Bor 1 Orens I'ocioaa Icyca, — 6aarocarosen Bosiku!l — 3Hae,
IO A HE TOBOPIO HempaBAW. B Aamacky mpaBurteas maps Aperu cTepir MiCTO AaMariaH, oo MeHe




CXOIIMTH; Ta MEHE CIYIIEHO BIKOHIIEM Y KOIII 3 Mypy, 1 A BTIK 3 Horo pyk. Ym Tpeba XBasmTuca?
Bomo i1 He AmunTh, 2A€ A TAKK IIPUCTYIIAIO AO BHAIHB Ta AO 00’ aBAeHHA ['ocrioaa. Sl 3Haro goaoBika
B XpHCTI, IO YOTUPHAALATH POKIB TOMY, — HYH TO OYAO B TiAl, HE 3HAIO, UM TO OYAO Oe€3 TiAa, He
3Ha10, bor 3Hae, — OyB BiH y3ATHII 2K AO TPETHOIO HEDA. 3HAIO, IO TOW YOAOBIK — 9UH B TiAl, 9H
0e3 Tira, He 3HArO, Bor 3mae, — OyB y3ATHII y pail 1 4yB CAOBa HECKA3aHHI, AKUX TIOAl AFOAMHI
BUMOBHTH. Takum OyAy XBaAHTHCH, COOOIO K HE OYAY XBAAUTHCA, XiOa AHIT MOIMH HeMOYaMH. A
KOAU fl 3aX09y XBAAUTHCA, 1 HE OYAy OE3yMHUIA, OO CKaxKy IIPaBAY; aA€ A CTPUMYIOCH, 110D IIPO MEHE
XTOCh HE CKa3aB OIABIIE, HUK Yy MeHI Oadnth 20O BIA MeHe dye. A mo0 f He 3arOPAIB HAAMIPHO
BHCOTOIO OO IBA€HB, AAHO MEHI KOAFOYKY B TIAO, IIOCAQHIIA CATAHH, IITOO OUB MEHE B OOAHYHUA, IITOD
A He 3HOCHBCA Bropy. S Tpudi O6aaraB I'ocrioaa pasu HbOro, IIOO BIH BIA MEHE BIACTYIIHBCH, Ta BIH
ckazaB MeHi: “AocuTh TOO1 MOE€T HAaroaaTi, 60 MOA CHAA BUABASAETHCA B Oe3cuaal.” OTox, a4 Kparie
OyAY PaAO XBAAHTHUCH CBOIMU HEMOYAMH, 1100 y MeHI XPUCTOBA CHAA IIepeOyBaAa.

Aanays, raac 2: Cmux: Bucayxae tebe I'ocioas y AeHb mewani, saxuctuts Tebe im's bora Skosa.
Crmux: Aaii, I'ocioan, mapeBi IIepeMory; BUCAYXal HAC, KOAH B3UBATHMEMO AO TeDe.

€Banreaie - Ayka 6:31-36 - Cxasas I ocnods, six Gaxacre, o0 BaM YHHUAU AIOAH, YHHITH IM 1 BU TaK
camo. KoAn B ArobuTe THX, IO BaC AIOOAATH, AKA BaM 3acAyra Tax OO I IpIIIHUKN AFOOAATH THX,
0 X AIOOAATH. 1 KOAHM YmHHTE AOOPO THM, IO BAM YHUHATDH, KA BAM 3aCAyra 1a ¥ rpilHUKA Te
came YMHATD. | KOAHM BU IMO3M4aeTe THM, BiA KOTO MAETE HAAIIO HA3aA y3ATH, AKAa BaM 3aCAyra AAKe 1
IPILIIHUKHU TPIITHUKAM ITO3UYaIOTh, ITOO BIAIOpaTH BiA HHUX piBHE. Bu K A100ITH BOPOIIB BAIIIHX,
AOOpPO 4mHITE iM, 1 ITO3UYAlITE, HE YEKAIOYN HA33A HIYOIO, a BEAHKA OyAE€ Ballla HATOPOAQ, i Oyaere
Bceesurmapboro cunamu, 60 BiH OAarmii AAf 3AUX 1 HEBAAIHUX. Byapre Muaocepawi, ik i Orerp Bari
MHAOCEPAHUIA.

ITpuuacuuii: XBaaite ['ocrroaa 3 Hebec,* xBaaite Voro Ha BuCOTAX. AAUAYA, AAUAYA, AATAYH!

BYABTE MUAOCEPAHI, AK I OTELIb BAIII MUAOCEPAHUI

Vpusok Ak 6:27 — 36 (AASL Kparoro posyMiHasd, TekcT €BanreAid miel Heaial — Ak 6:31-36 caip
YUTATH B TPOXHU IIHPIIOMY KOHTeKCTI) € yactrHOoro [Iporosiai Icyca na piBHunHI, fka BIAOOpaxeHa B
€sanreail BiA Ayku B 6:17 — 49 (Bona € mapaseapna A0 Hariproi nmpomosial B Mates 5 — 7). Cam
YPHUBOK Ma€ Ay:K€ IIKaBy CTPYKTypy. ABa IepImi Ta IIE€PEAOCTAHHIN BIpIIi, CAYKATh CBOECPIAHHM
CMHCAOBHM OOpPaMAEGHHAM AAfl HaBIaHHA Icyca, ke /Ayka mpeAcTaBAsie B iboMy ypuBky. B Ak 6:27 —
28 unraemo: “A sam, wo cayxacme, Kascy: Awbims 60pozie samux, 006po uumime mum, AKi 6ac 1HeHa6UOAMN,
Grazocno6astime mux, AKL 6ac NPOKAUNAIME, MOJINGCA 3d MUX, 4o 6ac 3nesancaroms’. Naal, B Aymxe
CTPyKTypOBaHHUIl crioci0, Icyc pos’icHIOE ckasaHe B ITMX ABOX BIPINAX i 3HOBY B TPOXH 3MIHCHII
dopmi oBTOpPIOE TeE, III0 OYAO BUCAOBACHE Ha CAMOMY IIOYATKY: “Bu s sm0bime sopoci amux, 0o6po
wunime im, i nosuuatime, He HeKarnuu Haad Hivozo, a éequxa 6yde éauta Hazopoda, i Gydeme Beesummnvozo cunamu,
6o 6in Oaacut 0na saux i negdgunux” (Ax 6:35). OcraHHINA BIPIIT CAYKUTH IIACYMKOM IIIAOIO VPHBKY:
“Byosme munocepori, ax i Omeys 6ant munoceponui”.

Takum 9mHOM CcAOBa Icyca BHCAOBAGHI B IIbOMY YPHBKY — € PAAHKAABHHM 3aKAUKOM AO
HACAIAYBaHHA camoro bora B HamOIAbII ITOBHIN Ta MOKAHBIN dopmi. Koxken Ispaiapranmn Bip
HAHAABHIIIIIX YaCiB 1 IIO CbOIOAHI IIOYHMHAE CBIli AeHb cAoBamu T. 3B. moaurtsu “LIIEMA” (8
epekAaal 3 eBpeiichkoi Ha ykpainceky osmauac “CAVXAWN?): “Cayxad, Ispainw, Tocnods Boe nau,
Tocnoos eounun. Awbumumem 1ocnoda, boea meozo, 6cim cepyem meoiv i 6cicto dymero m60¢cro, i 6Cic0 CUA00




meoer” (Brop 6:4 — 5). B xumsi Aesit cepea 3amosiaeii 1. 38 Koaexcy Cearocti (Aes 17 — 20) € e
tnmmit Haxas: “He 6ydew nenasudimu Gpama meozo 6 meoiv cepysy QoKopuut wupo OAUNCHBOMY 1760EMY, 106 He
63 Ha cebe tiozo pixa. He Gydeu memumucsa i me Gydent 310nam ammum cynpomiu meoix semaaxis. A woumumen
Qb0 m6020, AK camozo cebe: 2 — L ocnods” (Aes 19:17 — 18). Ayka mounnae [Tporosiap Ha piBHHHI
croBamu Icyca, fIKI CAyXKaTb CBOEPIAHMM BIACHAAHHAM AO ABOX BHIIIEHABEACHHX CTApPO3aBITHHX
VPHBKIB — IT€ IIAKPECAEHO CAOBAMHU “6u, w0 cayxacme” 1a “a06ims”. €BanreAicT Mareil, Hacammepea,
posragaae Haripay mnpomosiab Icyca, Ak 3akamk Ao Ispaiaro (kaxy HacamiepeA, OCKIABKH
3BepTacThcsA TakOK AO yuHiB Icyca — Hosoro Ispaiato — Llepksu) — Oyru Ispairem — crpasixaim
HapoaoMm boxum — Citaom AaA s3muaHukiB; CiAAIO, — IIIOO dYepe3 IIPHUKAAA BAACHOIO JKHTTA
30epirat  cBIT BiA 3imcyrra. /A\yka, OYAydM 3a IIOXOAKCHHAM A3HYHHUKOM, BIAPA3y OIABII
YHIBEPCAABHO, ITOITHPIOE IEH 3aKAMK Ta BUMOTH IIPOTOBIAL Icyca Ha KOXKHY AFOANHY.

O0o0€ eBaHTEAICTIB IIPOTE, KHAAIOTH BUKAUK CBOIM unradam: “Ieye xoue, wob su susiniau dasi nosa
mexnci sanosidedt Crmapoco 3asimy, 1 posuupuau 0puOHmMU 6020 YA6ACHHA NPO A100el, 7a paduxani3ysai
“UCHIONIY 6.4aCH0T NOBEOIHKY 111a NOYYIMIIE ) 6i0HOmerN I 00 iHuux!".

Biakoan Icyc craB AroAnHOXO, — OAHHM 13 HAC, — CAOBAMU 3acBiAUeHHMH B CBaHreAlnx, Bin
3aKAHMKAE YCIX IIEPEOCMUCANTH HAIlll YABACHHA IIPO AFOAMHY, Ta AK PE3YABTAT — CBOE CTABACHHSA AO
BCiXx Oe3 BUHATKY AIOACH 3ararom. Icyc mpurasye Ham AyiKe IIPOCTi, aA€ BOAHOYAC (DYHAAMEHTAABHI
pedl — MU ITIOKAHKAHI OyTH TOAIOHIMI AO ¢BOTO OTIIA.

bor , axuit o0’ aBusca nam B Ieyct Xpucti — “Tocnods munocmusuii ma wedpui” (Sx 5:11). Bim —
“Omeys yeaxoco munocepos i Boe yeaxoi smixcu” (2 Kop 1:3). Anocroa ITaBao kaxe, 1m0 “wepes ye boswe
MUNOCEPOST, MU NOKAUKaHE 6100ami cebe AK sncepmsy ncusy, céamy, npuemmy bozosi: 6ozocynedy 610 1ac posymisy, ma
He 6100i61106amucs 00 Y020 C61Y, ae NePeMIHIOBanIucy 00HOBACHNAM HAMOZ0 POYMY, W06 NEPEKOHY8aniuucs, uo
mo ¢ 6044 boowca, wo do6pe, uo 6200me, wo dockonane” (Pm 12, 1 — 2). PiBno x, bor — mpo Axoro ropoputs
bioais — € bor Cearuit Ta Oremp ycix Aroaeii. B maripniii mpormosial Icyc sakamxae: “Bydeme
dockorani, sx Omeys 6aut Hebecruti dockonanus” (Mt 5, 48).

Arnocroa Ilerpo mosroproe 1ro BumMmory Kakyuwm: ‘“Ilidnepesaswu cman 6amozo yma, meepesi,
Haditmecs n06110mor0 Ha baazodams, wo éam 6yde npurneceria 6 06 a6aeni Ieyca Xpucma. Hx cayxmani dimu, 1e
nONYParYU KONUMHIM 6AIULUM NOXOMAM, AK 170 0)10 3d 64020 HeHatiA, aje AK mol, Xm0 6ac NOKAUKAE —
ceamutl, max camo i 6u cami YoM BamluM HCUMMAM CHiansme céami, Hanucaro 6o: “Bu Gydeme ceqmi, 6o A
ceamun” (1 It 1:13 — 16). Tomy, 3a croBamu [1aBaa 3 mocaanusa ao Edecsn, B skoMy fiae MOBa Ipo
BiABiuHUIT Boxuil 3aaym 00’eanaru y Xpucri Bce nebecue 1 ‘Semre, yeaka docada, eris, arome, Kpux ma
X)ia Mycamy Gymiu 6uKopireni 3-noceped éac pasom 3 yciero 3.1060t0. byovme, namomicmn, 000pi 00ur do 0drozo ma
Munocepons, npomyatime odur 0oromy, Ak boe y Xpucmi eam npocmus” (BEd 4:31 — 32). Haromicts “Gyoeme
nocaidosruxamu boza, ax 1106 dimu, i x00ims y a106061, 3a npuxaadom Xpucma, wo noswbus éac i 6udas cebe a
6ac, Ak npuroc ma swepmsy npuemnozo boeosi sanaxy” (BEd 5:1 — 2).

TRANSFORMING HARDSHIPS INTO GOOD (2 Cor 11:31-12:9)

St. Paul the Apostle is the most towering figure of the first century Church. Much of the Acts
of the Apostles is devoted to telling his story and his own writings account for more than 30% of
the entire New Testament. He was directly involved in Christian communities throughout the
Mediterranean world. It was those communities which collected his writings and preserved his
memory for generations to come.




Paul wrote little about himself but what he did write gives an insight into not only his own
development but the spiritual life of countless saints in the Church throughout its history. In 2
Corinthians chapters 11 and 12 we see the way Paul looked at important events of his life. He
introduces this section by giving us his understanding of what he personally contributed to these
events: “If I must boast,” he writes, “1 will boast of the things which concern my infirmity” (2 Cor 11:30).

Paul does not boast of his mystical experiences, however; he boasts of something quite
opposite, “A thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me...” (2 Cor 12:7), from which
he at first sought to be delivered. Christians have speculated ever since as what this thorn might have
been. The answers suggested have ranged from recurring physical, mental or spiritual afflictions to
the constant opposition of the Jewish leadership to his ministry. It seems to have been a chronic
physical infirmity, but of what kind we are not told. Paul asked to be delivered from it — God said
“No” and then gave the reason: “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
(12:9).

We see the meaning Paul drew out of this affliction in the last phrase of this verse, “.. lest I be
exalted above measure.” Here was a man marked out by God for a special service. Christ appears to
him, he sees with the eyes of the heart the depths of the wisdom of God in remaking us according
to His image. He successfully makes disciples wherever he goes. He has what we might call a most
tulfilling ministry. Yet there’s this thorn that keeps popping up.

People who attract a following — preachers, politicians, personalities — are often thwarted by
their own sense of self importance. Pride leads them up a pinnacle of material or emotional highs —
“my work, my memorial, my status” — before casting them down to disgrace. Once we believe that we are
the source of our strength or success, we have taken the first step toward the cliff edge. Paul was
spared that by his thorn. He saw himself as a person harassed by something he could not control.
He was not tempted to make himself an idol.

Yet Paul did not believe that God was chastising him. He did not see his thorn as God’s doing
— it was “a messenger of Satan” — but it was his occasion for seeing the presence of God as
overriding and eclipsing the pain of the thorn.

The teaching Paul drew from his experience is best expressed in his Epistle to the Romans.
“We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according to His purpose”
(Rom 8:28). People of faith trust that God’s love is stronger than any hardship, and that awareness
of His love works together with our hardships to bring about good. We often do not see the good,
but those who truly love God trust Him to make it known to them in time.

Many believers have looked back over their lives and seen that God was at work even in their
sins to bring them to Him. They may have put aside a static or rote relationship with God for life in
“the real world” only to come to God in a more mature way later on.

Sometimes we never see the good that results from our thorns; yet the person of deep faith
trusts that God is at work nonetheless. The following prayer from an edition of the spiritual classic,
Unseen Warfare, expresses something of that sentiment. “I thank You that You have often, even
without my knowledge, saved me from catastrophes which threatened me and delivered me from the
hands of my unseen enemies.” I may want something, even something good, and not see that it’s
dangerous to my spiritual life.




Paul saw that Christ’s work in the world is not to remove thorns but to enable us to meet them
with the loving presence of God. When we are more aware of that divine presence than of our
hardships, we can understand how Paul — beset as he was by his thorn in the flesh — could say,
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks , for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for youn”
(1 Thess 5:16-18).

FROM THE CATECHISM ~ 3 KATEXIN3MV

#610 IlocAm KHIBCBKOTO KHA3SA Boaoamvmpa micas BiaBiAmH KOHCTaHTHHOITOABCHKOTO
cobopy Cearoi Codii Tak ommcaanm BeAndHy Kpacy xpamy: “l moseam Hac [TyAm|, A OTO BOHU
cAy)aTh DOroBi cBoeMy, 1 He 3HAAH MM, YU MH Ha HeOl OyAn, 4u Ha 3eMAl. bo Hema Ha 3emAl Takoro
BHUAOBHINA 20O KpPacH Takoi, — He BMIEMO MH I ckasatu [upo 1ie|. TiAbKH Te MM BIAAEMO, IIO
HanepHe bor [ixHiii] mepebyBae 3 AFOABMU 1 CAYKOa X €CTh Kpallia, HiZK B yCIX 3eMAAX. Mu HaBiTh He
MOJKEMO 3a0yTH KpacH Tiei, 60 BCAK YOAOBIK, AKIIO CIIEPIIY CIPOOYE COAOAKOTO, TIOTIM K€ HE MOKE
ripKoOTH B3ATH .

#610 After visiting the church of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople, the envoys of the Kyivan
Prince Volodymyr described the majestic beauty they witnessed: They led us to the place where they
worship their God, and we did not know whether we were in heaven or on earth. Because there does
not exist on earth such a sight and such beauty — we cannot describe it. This we know: that their
God surely remains among the people and their worship is the best of all the lands. We cannot ever
forget that beauty, for everyone who first tastes of the sweet cannot thereupon take of the bitter.

From the Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
3 kamexusmy Yrpainceoi I pexo-Kamonuyvroi Ileprsu




