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The rich young ruler had apparently fallen into the illusion 
that he had perfectly obeyed God’s requirements. He must 
have had a very superficial understanding of  them, of  
course, to say that he had already mastered them. The Lord 
shocked this fellow out of  his illusions of  holiness by 
giving him a commandment that he would find impossibly 
hard to obey. ÒSell what you possess and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.Ó The Savior 
gave him this test because the man loved his wealth so 
much. He went away in sorrow because his eyes had been 
opened to how he was devoted more to himself  and his 
money than to God and his neighbours. The Lord did not 
condemn him, but told the disciples that Òwith God all things 
are possible,Ó even the salvation of  someone so strongly 
tempted to the idolatry of  wealth.

~ August 16, 2026 ~ 
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

EFGHGEIJKG  HLEMNJ OMBNJ O’JKELBJKHPIM  
~ 1,635TH DAY OF WAR IN UKRAINE ~

Statue of  St. Michael the 
Archangel that stands above 
KyivÕs Independence Square.  

St. Michael is patron saint of   
the Ukrainian capital. 

ST . M ICHAEL THE  
ARCHANGEL 

Defend people of  Ukraine 
in battle; be their defence 

against the wickedness and 
snares of  the devil. May 

God rebuke him, we 
humbly pray; and to you,  
O Prince of  the heavenly 

host, by the power of  God, 
thrust into hell Satan and 
the other evil spirits who 

are trying to invade 
Ukraine. Amen.
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D ONATE TO HELP UKRAINIANS 
A R R I V I N G O N S O U T H 
VANCOUVER ISLAND ~ Make 

cheques payable to ‘St. Nicholas church’ 
with memo ‘Newcomers fund’. You can also 
donate cash or through e-transfer to 
finance-stnicholas@nweparchy.ca. Click 
DONATE button on the parish website 
www.stnicholasparish.org to donate via 
CanadaHelps. Tax receipts will be issued. 

B EQUESTS & WILLS ~ Leaving a 
bequeath is a process of  giving a 
donation through your will. It is 

simply a distribution from your estate to a 
charitable organization through your last will 
and testament. It can be as small or as large 
a donation as you wish. It is important that 
you talk to your lawyer about the process. In 
your kindness please remember St Nicholas 
the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in your bequeath and will. If  anyone 
wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, 
the following clause may be included or 
added to a will: “I give, devise, and 
b e q u e a t h t o S t . N i c h o l a s t h e 
Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic 
Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, 
V8T 1G1, the sum of  $ ______ (or 
______% of  my estate), to be used for the 
benefit of  the parish and its pastoral 
activities.” 

1112 Caledonia Ave. Victoria, BC V8T 1G1 
www.stnicholasparish.org

OFFICE  
250.384.2255 

office-stnicholas@nweparchy.ca

PASTOR 
Rev. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy 

yuriy.vyshnevskyy@nweparchy.ca 
250.384.2292

ST. NICHOLAS  
THE WONDERWORKER  
—————    ————— 

BF. QPRSNGJ TUESKFSVIJ

http://www.stnicholasparish.org
mailto:finance-stnicholas@nweparchy.ca
http://www.stnicholasparish.org/
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SUNDAY HYMNS ~ HLEMNWHM OMBHM
OPENING HYMN Q",0C, E0-( ~ O Virgin Mary, Our Blessed Lady (pg. 346-347)

COMMUNION  HYMN F%$"& Q08 H"'% ~ With Solemn Greeting (pg. 244-245)

CLOSING HYMN !(8. F.)%>%&, X*%4%& (pg. 264)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE ~ VS:RNGE !S?SBNUYMHW
SUNDAY, Aug 16 Divine Liturgy ~ !(8.6$-.44" N0$5,#07 10 AM

TUESDAY, Aug 18 Divine Liturgy for + Vera Petriw 9 AM

WEDNESDAY, Aug 19 Divine Liturgy ~ !(8.6$-.44" N0$5,#07 9 AM

THURSDAY, Aug 20 Divine Liturgy ~ !(8.6$-.44" N0$5,#07 9 AM

FRIDAY, Aug 21 Divine Liturgy ~ !(8.6$-.44" N0$5,#07 9 AM

SATURDAY, Aug 22
!(8.6$-.44" N0$5,#07 24"%<03=4#5 *#:#5 9 AM

NO SERVICES NO SERVICES

SUNDAY, Aug 23 Divine Liturgy ~ !(8.6$-.44" N0$5,#07 10 AM

NOTE: to request a Divine Liturgy, please speak with Fr. Yuriy

~ finance-stnicholas@nweparchy.ca

PARISH OPERATING COST AUGUST 2 DONATIONS

The annual operation cost for our parish (per 2025 
financial report) is approximatelyZ$200,000Za year. 

This works out toZ$3,997Zper week. 
How can I help? If  you are working, donating one 
hour of  your income per week will safeguard the 

financial future of  our parish.  
WAYS TO DONATE :  

e-transfer, tap to donate Square terminal or cash.

Vigil lights: $29.25; Loose collection: 
$142.00; Envelope donations: $655.00; Pre-

authorized donations July 27 to Aug 2: 
$530.00 

TOTAL: $1,356.25 
May God bless and reward you abundantly for your 

generosity! 

~ terminal for donations located in the church entrance
PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES ~ UEMNLHHJ KG[HBKF

CONFESSIONS/BOSFMEW…..………………..…………………….…..…..…before or after services 
BAPTISMS/\ VL]LHHJ ………..….………..…….…………………………………by appointment 
MARRIAGES/^ ND!P ……………………………………………………six months notice should 
be given to the parish priest, and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made 
FUNERALS/OS\SVSHP …………………………………..…….…….……………by appointment 
BLESSINGS/SBFJTLHHJ ………………………………..………..….………….……contact priest 
HOSPITAL VISITS/FMEFMEPHP F NMRGVHM…………………………………at any time 250.384.2292

Ukrainian Catholic Church ~ www.ugcc.ua ~ U>,"=46/>" ?,.>(-R"$()%@/>" I.,>-"

mailto:finance-stnicholas@nweparchy.ca
http://www.ugcc.ua
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O  Lord Jesus Christ, our God, we entreat 
You to hear the earnest prayer of  Your 
beloved Church of  Kyivan Rus’ for her 

deeply afflicted children abiding in the land of  
Ukraine. Behold their grave sorrow and 
grievous plight, and speedily come to their aid. 
Deliver Your vulnerable people from unjust 
aggressors, foreign invasion and the terror of  
war. Strengthen courageous defenders of  the 
nation to fight virtuously, inspired more by love 

of  those they protect than hatred of  the enemy. 
O compassionate Lord, shelter the displaced, heal the wounded, console the orphan, protect the 
widow, comfort those who mourn, and mercifully receive into Your Kingdom those who have nobly 
died guarding their homeland against every aggression. Quickly make cease the spilling of  blood of  
friend and foe alike, yet stir many to bravely struggle for that true justice which alone can bring 
lasting peace. O kind-hearted Lord, as You are our peace, soften the hearts of  the unmerciful and 
convert those who promote hostilities toward reconciliation, so that Your beloved children of  the 
land of  Ukraine, may abide in that tranquility, justice and freedom which reflects your Kingdom, 
where You reign with Your eternal Father, and Your most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now, and 
forever and ever.ZAmen. 

? (6+(*% M656. \,%6$. !(8. 4"A, 
<)"#"C'( K.<., -%6)59"& 3%,5 
'()%$-5 K-(C= 5)1<).4(= I.,>-% 

R%=-6/>(= V560 2" -"8>( 6$,"8*"1;%9 *0$.& 
5>,"=46/>(#( >,"1. B+(#)74/ '%)(6$%-%' 
(>(' 4" =9 )%9()0$$7 $" )"6>"-( +(6+0A% 4" 
*(+('(#5. :-0)/4% 6-0& <.22"9%64%& 4",(* 
-0* 4.6+,"-.*)%-%9 2"#",<4%>0-, 4"A.6$7 
"#,.6(,0- $" $.,(,5 -0&4%. :'0@4% 6%)(1 
K-(C1 5609 *(<).64%9 0 -0*-"84%9 
2"9%64%>0- *)7 *(<,(;.64(= <(,($/<%, 3(< 
-(4% ,"*A. >.,5-")%67 )1<(-’1 *( 

<.22"9%64%9, "408 4.4"-%6$1 *( -(,(#0-. S O,.'%)(6.,*4%& ?(6+(*%, 2"9(,(4% 
+.,.6.).4@0-, 2@0)% +(,"4.4%9, <(,(4% 6%,0$, +0*$,%'"& -*0-, +($0A 6>(,<($4%9 $" )"6>"-( 
+,%&'% *( K-(#( I",6$-" -609, 9$( <)"#(,(*4( -0**"- 6-(C 8%$$7 - (<(,(40 !"$/>0-3%4% -0* 
4"+"*0- -(,(#0-. O(6+0A% 25+%4%$% >,(-(+,()%$$7 7> *,5#", $"> 0 4.*,5#" $" 2"+")% 6.,@7 
<"#"$/(9 *( '584/(= <(,($/<% 2" 06$%445 6+,"-.*)%-06$/, 3( C *8.,.)(' $,%-")(#( '%,5. S 
*(<,(6.,*%& ?(6+(*%, K% – 4"A '%,, +('’7>A% 2";.,6$-0)0 6.,@7, 4"-.,4% $%9, 9$( 6+,%7C 
-(C44%' *07', *( +,%'%,.447, 3(< K-0& 5)1<).4%& 5>,"=46/>0& 4",(* -$0A"-67Z '%,(', 
6+,"-.*)%-06$1 $" 6-(<(*(1 – (24">"'% K-(#( I",6$-", - 7>('5 K% @",1CAZ  2 O,.*-0;4%' 
K-(=' S$@.', 0 F6.6-7$%', !)"#%' 0 Y%-($-(,4%' K-(=' E59(', 4%40, 0 +(-67>;"6, 0 4" -0>% 
-0>0-. G'04/. 

______________________________________________________________________________4

PRAYER FOR THE AFFLICTED PEOPLE OF UKRAINE IN TIME OF WAR

QSNPKFG :G QHS?SBKVGYEGNWHP_ URVG[HBWRP_ HGVSE U TGB FM_HP
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	 	 The year 2026 (Nov 14, 2025 - Oct 12, 
2026), is officially designated in our Eparchy as 
A Year for Families. The motto for this Year is: 
ÒPatient in hope, strong in loveÓ (Romans 12:12). 
This designation aims to promote the 
importance and vital role of  Christian families 
in society and in the life of  the Church, 
especially during times of  war, social instability, 
and other contemporary challenges facing 
families.  

O  great God, God of  our fathers! Grant 
our people as many good, holy, 
Christian families as possible. Give us 

parents who would openly and boldly profess 
Your divine Gospel and serve You faithfully. 
Grant us fathers who would be examples of  
Christian life for their children, true protectors, 
and good guides in life. Grant us mothers who 
would know how to raise their children well, in 
a Christian way, and who would be a help, a 
comfort, and a wise counsel to their husbands. 

Grant us children who would be the joy and 
pride of  their parents, and the adornment of  their nation. Bless, Almighty God, the Ukrainian 
people. Grant them the grace to serve You faithfully and one day attain the eternal reward in 
Heaven, for to You, O God, One in the Holy Trinity — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — belong all 
glory, honor, and worship forever and ever. Amen.  

(Prayer of  Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky for family) 
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A YEAR FOR CHRISTIAN FAMILIES ~ VMR \VPBKPJHBWRP\ VSEPH
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 !  "#$% #&'(")$##* ~ HAPPY BIRTHDAY  to MARK DASHKEWYTCH and all 
those who celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our God continue to bless you 
abundantly and the Holy Mother of  God protects you at all times. Q4(#"7 N0$"! 

 OUR CONDOLENCES  to the PETRIW family on the passing of  VERA PETRIW, who passed 
away on July 22. Divine Liturgy with Panakhyda will be celebrated on Tuesday, August 18 at 9 AM. 
Please note that will not be a funeral service. May our Lord place Vera’s soul in the place where all 
the saints abide, and may her memory be everlasting ~ F0;4"7 +"'’7$/! 

 NO COFFEE/FELLOWSHIP  in July-August ~ U )%+40-6.,+40 #$ +,"$  4.*0)/4(= 
>"-%. 

 PRAYER REQUEST ~ -'(.&##* -'( %(/012,  ~  Please keep in your prayers the 
members of  our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and 
those who are not able to join actively in their community. O,(6%'(, '()0$/67 2" +","`074, ,0*4%9 
$" *,520-, 7>0 9-(,01$/, +.,.<5-"1$/ 5 )0>",479, <5*%4>"9 +,.6$",0)%9, " $">(8 2" $%9, 9$( 4. 
'(8. ">$%-4( +,%C*4"$%67 *( 6+0)/4($%. 

 1&3#& 4-(25"5 ~ SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION ~ before and after daily (9am) 
and  Sunday (10am) Liturgies; ~ +.,.* 0 +06)7 3(*.44( ї N0$5,#0ї ( 9 #(* 0 4.*0)/4(= ( 10 #(*. 

The Divine Liturgy of  our Father among the Saints John Chrysostom. 
Scripture readings from the New Testament are taken from the  

New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition. 
D4"%<03=4#5 - 2 ?("(46%$/ E:%0% F#*(04%. 

Troparion, Tone 3: Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice,* for the Lord has done a mighty 
deed with his arm.* He trampled death by death; He became the first born of  the dead;* He saved 
us from the abyss of  Hades* and granted great mercy to the world. 

Troparion, Tone 1: In giving birth you retained your virginity,* in falling asleep you did not 
abandon the world, O Mother of  God.* You passed into life, for you are the Mother of  Life,* and 
by your prayers* you deliver our souls from death. 

Glory: Kontakion, Tone 3: You rose from the tomb, O compassionate Lord,* and led us out from 
the gates of  death.* Today Adam exults and Eve rejoices,* and the prophets together with the 
patriarchs* unceasingly acclaim the divine might of  Your power. 

Now: Kontakion, Tone 2: The tomb and death could not hold the Mother of  God,* unceasing in 
her intercession and unfailing hope of  patronage,* for, as the Mother of  Life, she was transferred to 
life* by Him Who had dwelt in her ever-virgin womb. 

______________________________________________________________________________6

ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ S?SNS^LHHJ

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS ~ UBKGF NMKUV?M[
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Prokimenon, Tone 3: Sing to our God, sing; * sing to our King, sing. Verse: Clap your hands, all 
you nations; shout unto God with the voice of  joy. 

Epistle ~ 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 ~ A reading from the First Epistle of  the Holy Apostle Paul 
to the Corinthians. Brothers and Sisters, I would remind you of  the good news that I proclaimed to 
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if  
you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you — unless you have come to believe in vain. 
For I handed on to you as of  first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of  whom are still alive, 
though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of  all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of  the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of  God. But by the grace of  God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of  them — 
though it was not I, but the grace of  God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we 
proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

Alleluia, Tone 3: Verse: In You, O Lord, have I hoped that I may not be put to shame for ever. 
Verse: Be a protector unto me, O God, and a house of  refuge to save me. (Psalm 30:2,3) 

Gospel ~ Matthew 19:16-26 ~ At that time, a young man came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, what 
good deed must I do to have eternal life?” And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is 
good? There is only one who is good. If  you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He 
said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; 
You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father and mother; also, You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to him, “I have kept all these; what do I still 
lack?” Jesus said to him, “If  you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When the young man heard 
this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions. Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of  heaven. Again I tell you, it 
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of  a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of  God.” When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and said, “Then who 
can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all 
things are possible.” 

Instead of  ÔIt is truly rightÕ we sing: Seeing the pure one’s falling asleep, angels marvelled in wonder 
how the Virgin could ascend from earth to heaven. And the Irmos: O pure Virgin, in you are 
conquered the bounds of  nature,* for childbirth remains virginal and death is betrothed to life.* 
Virgin after childbearing and alive after death, O Mother of  God,* never cease to save your 
inheritance. 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest (Psalm 148:1).* 
Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. 

______________________________________________________________________________7



______________________________________________________________________________

167896, :;9< 3:Z\"& -.6.)7$/67 4.<.640, 9"& ,"*51$/67 2.'40=,* <( 7-%- '(#5$406$/ ,5>% B-(C= 
?(6+(*/,* +(*()"- 6'.,$1 6'.,$/, +.,-.4@.' '.,$-%9 6$"-,* 2 <.2(*40 "*5 -%2-()%- 4"6* 0 
+(*"- 6-0$(-0 -.)%>5 '%)06$/. 

167896, :;9< 1:ZU ,02*-0 *0-6$-( 2<.,.#)" $%,* - 56+.440 6-0$" 4. (6$"-%)" $%, !(#(,(*%@..* 
O.,.6$"-%)"67 $% *( 8%$$7, <5-A% Q"$0,’1 Y%$$7.* M '()%$-"'% $-(='%* 02<"-)7CA -0* 
6'.,$% *5A0 4"A0. 

4;9=9: >7?@9A, :;9< 3:ZF(6>,.6 K% *4.6/ 02 #,(<5, ].*,%&,* 0 4"6 -%-0- K% 02 -,"$ 6'.,$4%9,* 
*4.6/ G*"' )%>5C 0 ,"*5C$/67 X-",* " +,(,(>% ,"2(' 02 +"$,07,9"'% 4.+.,.6$"44( (6+0-51$/* 
<(8.6$-.445 '(#5$406$/ -)"*% K-(C=. 

5 ?B?C:D >7?@9A, :;9< 2:Z F '()%$-"9 4.-6%+535 !(#(,(*%@1* 0 - 2"6$5+4%@$-"9 4.2"'044. 
5+(-"447* #,0< 0 5'.,$-0447 4. -$,%'")%.* !( 7> Q"$0, Y%$$7 *( 8%$$7 +.,.6$"-%- $(&,* \$( 
-6.)%-67 - 5$,(<5 +,%64(*0-6$-.445. 

-67ACEF?, :;9< 3:ZB+0-"&$. !(#(-0 4"A('5, 6+0-"&$.; 6+0-"&$. I",.-0 4"A('5, 6+0-"&$.Z(!3. 
46,7). G'1H:ZU60 4",(*%, 2"+).30$. ,5>"'%, -(6>)%>40$/ !(#(-0 #()(6(' ,"*(6$%Z(!3. 46,2).  

&87<G7; ~ 1 >76B?GH? 15:1-11 ~ "7 >76B?GH? 8F6IF 87<;9??H <=HG7:7 &87<G7;9 -9=;9 
JBG9??H: 8"%''7 / 3(3'"1, +,%#"*51 -"' X-"4#.)0C, 7>. 7 -"' +,(+(-0*5-"-, 7>. -% 0 +,%&47)%, 
- 7>0' 0 6$(=$.. H%' -% $">(8 6+"6"C$.67, >()% *.,8%$. &(#( $">%', 7> 7 -"' +,(+(-0*5-"-; 
04">A. -% 5-0,5-")% 4"*",'(. J <( -"' +.,.*"- 4"&+.,A. $., 3( & 6"' +,%&47- <5-: 3( 
\,%6$(6 5'., 2" 4"A0 #,09% 2#0*4( 2 O%6"447', 3( <5- +(9(-"4%&, 3( -(6>,.6 $,.$/(#( *47 2" 
O%6"447'; 3( 7-%-67 R%`0, +($0' *-"4"*@7$/('; (+06)7 8 7-%-67 -04 <0)/A 7> +’7$%6$"' <,"$0- 
,"2(', <0)/A06$/ 7>%9 8%-. & *(60, " *.7>0 +('.,)%. S+06)7 7-%-67 J>(-5, 2#(*(' 560' 
"+(6$()"'. G 4"(6$"4>5 -609, 4.'(- 7>('5 4.*(4(6>(-0, 7-%-67 0 '.40; <( 7 4"&'.4A%& 2 
"+(6$()0-, 7 4.*(6$(&4%& 2-"$%6/ "+(6$()(', <( #(4%- I.,>-5 !(85. !)"#(*"$$1 !(8(1 7 C 
$%', ;%' 7 C 0 <)"#(*"$/ &(#( - '.40 4. <5)" '",4"; <( 8 7 +,"@1-"- <0)/A. -609 4%9, $" 4. 7, 
"). <)"#(*"$/ !(8", 3( 2( '4(1. T% $( 7, ($8., ;% $( -(4%: $"> '% +,(+(-0*5C'(, 0 $"> -% 
5-0,5-")%. 

&;B;KH, :;9< 3:ZH" K.<., ?(6+(*%, 7 5+(-"-, 9"& 4. +(6(,(')167 +(-0>Z (!3. 30,2). G'1H:ZB$"4/ 
'.40 !(#('-S<(,(4@.' 0 *('(' +,%6$"4(-%3" 4" 6+"60447 '.40Z (!3. 30,3).  

L=9?:F;CM ~ %9GFH 19:16-26 ~ I '#& J%3 (*%4 14"> +,%6$5+%- *( M656" 0 6>"2"-: U;%$.)1 
E(<,%&, 3( '"1 2,(<%$% 7 *(<,(#(, 3(< '"$% 8%$$7 -0;4.? F04 8. &('5 -0*>"2"-: T(#( 2-.A 
Q.4. E(<,%'? H09$( 4. C E(<,%&, >,0' !(#" B"'(#(. R()% 8 9(;.A --0&$% *( 8%$$7, $( 
-%>(4"& 2"+(-0*0. K(& +%$"C _(#(: J>0 6"'.? G M656 -0*>"2"-: H. -<%-"&, 4. ;%4% +.,.)1<5, 4. 
>,"*%, 4. 6-0*;% 4.+,"-*%-(. ^"45& <"$/>" $" '"$0,, 0: N1<% 6-(#( <)%84/(#(, 7> 6"'(#( 6.<.. 
?(-(,%$/ *( H/(#( 14">: I. 7 -%>(4"- -6.. T(#( 3. <,">5C '.40? M656 >"8. &('5: R()% 9(;.A 
<5$% *(6>(4")%', +0*%, +,(*"& *(<," 6-(= $" & 5<(#%' ,(2*"&, 0 '"$%'.A 6>",< $% 4" 4.<0. 
O($('5 +,%9(*/ $" & 0*% -6)0* 2" Q4(1. O(;5-A% 8 14"> $">. 6)(-(, -0*0&A(-, 
2"85,%-A%6/, <( -.)%>0 '"C$>% -04 '"-. M656 8. 6>"2"- B-(=' 5;47': O(+,"-*0 >"85 -"', 3( 
<"#"$('5 $,5*4( 5-0&$% - I",6$-( H.<.64.. M3. -"' >"85: F.,<)1*(-0 ).#A. +,(&$% ;.,.2 
#();%4. -5A>(, 408 <"#"$('5 - !(8. I",6$-( --0&$%! J> 5;40 8 _(#( @. +(;5)%, 2*%-5-")%67 
*58. & 6>"2")%: \$( 8 $(*0 '(8. 6+"6$%67? G M656 +(#)745- 0 6>"2"- =': H.'(8)%-. @. )1*7', 
$" '(8)%-. -6. !(#(-0.  
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K%*/3'=Z"7<G7N?7,Z3?/:%+*#:Z G4#.)%, <";";% 56+.447 O,.;%6$(=, 2*%-5-")%67, 7> E0-" 
-(29(*%$/ 02 2.')0 4" 4.<(. 5 C6E7<, :;9< 1:ZO.,.'"#"1$/67 2">(4% +,%,(*% 5 $(<0, E0-( ;%6$": 
<( *0-6$-.44. C ,02*-(, 0 6'.,$/ 4"+.,.* 2"+(-0*"C 8%$$7; +( ,02*-0 *0-", 0 +( 6'.,$0 8%-". 
B+"6"CA 2"-8*%, !(#(,(*%@., 4"6)0**7 $-(C. 

-6BJ9<?BN:Z\-")0$. ?(6+(*" 2 4.<.6, 9-")0$. _(#( -( -%A409Z(!3. 148,1). ?(6+(*%, 5 6-0$)0 
)%@7 K-(#( +0*.'(* 0 - 0'.40 K-(C' -(2,"*5C'(67 4"-0>%Z(!3. 88,16-17).ZG)%)57, ")%)57, ")%)57. 

The sacred Feast of  the Dormition of  the 
Theotokos marks her repose, which was 
followed by the translation of  her sacred body 
three days later into heaven. This feast, 
therefore, marks her soul being commended 
into her Son's hands and the short sojourn of  
her body in the tomb. Unlike the Resurrection 
of  Christ, the mysterious character of  her 
death, burial, resurrection and ascension were 
not the subject of  apostolic teachings, yet they 
were recorded by the tradition of  the Holy 
Orthodox Church and writings of  the Church 
Fathers. 

The Dormition of  the Theotokos took place 
while Apostle Thomas was preaching the 
gospel in India. The other Apostles had been 
caught up from various lands on the clouds of  
heaven, and were transported to Gethsemane, 
to the bier of  the all-blessed Virgin. This was 
permitted by the will of  God, so the faithful 
might be assured that the Mother of  God was 

bodily assumed into heaven. For just as they were more greatly assured of  the Resurrection of  
Christ, through the disbelief  of  Thomas, so did they learned of  the bodily assumption into heaven 
of  the all-pure Virgin Mary through the delay of  Thomas. 

On the third day after the burial St. Thomas was suddenly caught up in a cloud in India and 
transported to a place in the air above the tomb of  the Virgin. From that vantage point, he beheld 
the translation of  her body into the heavens, and cried out to her, ÒWhither goest thou, O all-holy one?Ó 
She removed her girdle and gave it to him saying, ÒReceive this, my friend.Ó And then she was gone. 

He then descended to find the other disciples keeping watch over the sepulchre of  the 
Theotokos. He sat down beside them, with the girdle in his hand, greatly saddened that he had not 
been there when she reposed, as had been the other Apostles. Hence, he said, ÒWe are all disciples of  
the Master; we all preach the same thing; we are all servants of  the one Lord, Jesus Christ. How, 
then, is it that ye were counted worthy to behold the repose of  His Mother, and I was not? Am I not 
an Apostle? Can it be that God is not pleased with my preaching? I beseech you, my fellow disciples: 
open the tomb, that I also may look upon her remains, and embrace them, and bid her farewell!” 
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The Apostles took pity on St. Thomas and opened the tomb. All were aghast when they found 
it empty, not realizing that moments before she had been bodily transported to paradise to be the 
mediatrix of  Christians. All that remained were her burial clothes, which emitted a wonderful 
unearthly fragrance. 

The Feast's kontakion speaks of  her as an unfailing hope and mediation, reminding us of  her 
intercessory role in paradise. Neither the tomb nor death had power over the Theotokos, who is 
ever watchful in her prayers and in whose intercessions lies unfailing hope. For as the Mother of  
Life she has been translated unto life by Him Who dwelt in her ever-virgin womb. 

B-7$( U6+0447 O,.;%6$(= E0-% Q",0= +(60*"C 
(6(<)%-. '06@. - 4"A('5 )0$5,#0&4('5 
,%$'0 . F(4( 4";. -04;"C , 2"-. ,A5C 
)0$5,#0&4%& ,0>, +0*65'(-51;% -60 $"C'4%@0, 
7>0 ?(6+(*/ !(# ;%4%$/ 5 65;"64('5 8%$$0 
6-(C= I.,>-%. 

U @/('5 6-7$0 '% 6-7$>5C'( +.,.'(#5 8%$$7 
4"* 6'.,$1 — O,.;%6$" E0-" Q",07 
+.,.9(*%$/ 02 2.')0 4" 4.<.6". U H0& 
-%7-)7C$/67 4. $0)/>% +.,.'(#" 4.$)044(6$0 
$" ;%6$($% 4"* $)04406$1 0 6'.,$1, " & 3(6/ 
4"<"#"$( <0)/A.. F(4" -(69(*%$/ 4" 4.<(. 

G+(6$() O"-)( >"8.: Ò8#9, .%9%'1& *16#3("$7*, 
---% :(614#< 3:#+< 65.#:1, 74#5 ?#65.1: 0%3, *("':1H 0%,1*1 9"/H%*1, #;1:1: 0%3 "%-#* /- F"13'#*É / 
"%-#* - L1* :#34"(31: 0%3, / "%-#* ?#3%$#:1: 0% 0(./ 2 F"13'/ E323/Ó (L`. 2, 4–6). 

I. — 6-7$( +.,.'(#% 4.$)044(#( *0-%@$-" 0 ;%6$(#( '"$.,%46$-" 4"* 560'" )1*6/>%'% 
-"*"'%, 4%@06$1 0 9$%-06$1. B/(#(*40 6-7$06$/ 5 -60& 6-(=& 6%)0 67C - +(6$"$0 O,.;%6$(= E0-% 
Q",0=, 7>" -(69(*%$/ 0 6+(;%-"C - ,5>"9 6-(#( !(8.6$-.44(#( B%4". 

U B-7$('5 O%6/'0 C $.>6$, $"> 2-"4%& I",6/>%& +6")(', 7>%' *59(-4( >(,'%)%67 
9,%6$%74% +.,A(#( $%67;()0$$7, +.,.8%-"1;% 6-7$( U6+0447 O,.;%6$(= E0-% Q",0=: ÒÉ 
!"%:#"2J '(.( 3'#<'= C%"1C7 : -#6#'/ #M/"3=4/*. G62H%&, $#J4#, 9670=, ?"1H161 ':#+ :2H# / -%.2$= 0%"#$ 
':/& / $/* .%'=4% ':#9#. E C%" ;%$%'1*( 4"%31 ':#+<, .# :/0 Ñ ':/& ?%0, / &#*2 46%07&37É D37 ?"1."%0% 
?1,0# :H#$1'= C%"/:0%, -#6#'#* '4%0/ << ,%'1. D "/-0#.%":0# 9%?'#:%01H ,%'%H, :($2'= << $# C%"7; -% 0(5 
&$2'= $/:1C/, << $"2910/ ?"#:#$7'= <<Ó (O6. 45, 10–14). 

I.& +6")(' (+%65C 4. $0)/>% 7>%&6/ ,%$5") @",6/>(#( *('5 !)%2/>(#( B9(*5. T51;% @0 
6)(-", '% -#)7*"C'(67 - O,.;%6$5 E0-5 Q",01. !( -(4% >"85$/, 3( '"$% @",7 2"-8*% '")" 
(6(<)%-5 '0601 - *0)0 6-(#( 6%4". I",%@7, 7>" -(260*"C +,"-(,5; -0* 6-(#( 6%4", -%>(45-")" 
-"8)%-5 ,()/ 5 6$(654>5 4",(*5 *( $(#(, 9$( '"- +,( 4/(#( *<"$%, 4"-0$/ >(A$(' -)"64(#( 
8%$$7. M 4%40 '% <";%'(, 3( @",%@7, 7>" -(69(*%$/ 0 6$"C +,"-(,5;, 5 ,%2% +(2()(;.40 
(*7#4.4" 0 +,%(>,"A.4", — @. O,.;%6$" E0-" Q",07, (*4"> F(4" +.,.<5-"C 4. - 7>('56/ 
2.'4('5 @",6$-.44('5 +")"@0, " - I",6$-0 H.<.64('5, 5 4.<0. I0 A"$%, +,%>,"6% — @. 
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4.$)044. 2.'4. <"#"$6$-(, +(-4($" <)"#(*"$0 E59" B-7$(#(, 7>(1 F(4" +,%>,"A.4" 0 7>(1 
6+(-41C >(84(#(, 9$( ,"2(' 02 H.1 6-7$>5C @. 6-7$(. 

ÒG62H%&, $#J4#, 9670=, ?"1H161 ':#+ :2H#ÉÓ (O6. 45, 11). I0 6)(-" — +,( O,.;%6$5 E0-5 
Q",01. I. F(4" +(;5)" 6)(-( !(8., 6)(-( "4#.)", 7>. - [= )(40 6$")( $0)('. B"'. ;.,.2 $. 3( 
F(4" <5)" 6)59474" 5 -0,0, '% 6/(#(*40 -$0A"C'(67 *0&6406$1 <(#('"$.,%46$-" - O,.;%6$0& 
E0-0 Q",0=. B)59"1;% 6)(-( "4#.)", F(4" 6>"2")": ÒN3= 7 O#3?#$07 3629107: 0(H%& -# *0#5 3'%0('=37 
?# ':#+*2 36#:2!Ó (N>. 1, 38). G 6/(#(*40, 5 @. 6-7$(, O,.6-7$" !(#(,(*%@7, 7>" -'0)" 6)59"$% 
!(#", +(-(6(<)%-('5 ;5C 6)(-( B%4" 0 '()%$-% >(84(#( 2 4"6. I. +,( H.= 6>"8. 4"' 
X)%6"-.$": ÒP%361:% '%, )# ?#:/"16%, .# -$/&301'=37 34%-%0( Q& :/$ O#3?#$%Ó (N>. 1, 45). 

H.-%+"*>(-( - *.4/ U6+0447 *%-4%' ;%4(' -60 "+(6$()% 20&A)%67 65+,(-(*85-"$% [= - 
+.,.9(*0 -0* 2.')0 *( 4.<". M 4.-%+"*>(-( @/(#( *47 (6/ 58. *-0 $%67;0 ,(>0- 5;40 \,%6$(-0 
2<%,"1$/67, 3(< ->)"6$% - 6.,@., 56$" 0 ,5>% O,.;%6$(= E0-% Q",0= 4"A0 +,(9"447 0 '()%$-%. 
G F(4", -(69(*7;% 4" 4.<.6", 4.6. -60 $0 <()0, 6)/(2%, 6$,"8*"447 !(8(#( 4",(*5, 3(< 
+.,.*"$% =9 ,"2(' 20 6-(C1 *5A.1 6-(C'5 !(8.6$-.44('5 B%4(-0. 

ÒG62H%&, $#J4#, 9670=, ?"1H161 ':#+ :2H#ÉÓ. U *.4/ U6+0447 O,.6-7$(= !(#(,(*%@0 
\,%6$(-" I.,>-" 2"+,(A5C 4"6 -6)59"$%67, 3( 4.<( >"8. *( 2.')0 0 3( F6.6-0$ +,('(-)7C *( 
4.<.6. F6)59"&'(67! O,.;%6$" E0-" Q",07 <5)" C*%4(1 )1*%4(1, *( 7>(= B%4 !(8%& '0# 
6>"2"$% “Q"'(”, “Q"$561”. F(*4(;"6 6.,.* )1*.& 4. <5)(, 4.'" 0 4. <5*. <0)/A. 40>(#(, 9$( 
'0# <% *( !(#" 6>"2"$% “B%45”, “B%4>5 '0&”. 

I/(#( *47 $"> -0*;5-"C$/67 @. +.6$)%-. 6)(-(! J> $(*0, >()% E59 B-7$%& -;%$/ 4"6 
2-.,$"$%67 *( !(#" S$@7 “K"$561”, “G--"! — S$;.!” (+(,. V%' 8, 15), $"> 6/(#(*40 *0")(# '08 
B%4(' !(8%' 0 Q"$0,’1 !(8(1 )54"C 5 @%9 4084%9, )"#0*4%9 +(;5$$79 0 -%6)(-"9. S6/ 3( 
2"+,(A5C >(84(#( 2 4"6 +(;5$% @7 !(8.6$-.44" N0$5,#07.
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