Archangel that stands above
Kyivs Independence Square.
St. Michael is patron saint of
the Ukrainian capital.
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SG. (DICHAGL Ghe

ARCHANGEL

Defend people of Ukraine
in battle; be their defence
against the wickedness and

snares of the devil. May

God rebuke him, we

humbly pray; and to you,
O Prince of the heavenly

Q °

host, by the power of God,

thrust into hell Satan and
the other evil spirits who

are trying to invade
Ukraine. Amen.

Statue of St. Michael the

~ October 4, 2026 ~

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“Byosme musoceponi, ax ¢ Omeys éaus musoceporuil.”

Icyc Xpucroc mepeaas Cpoim y9HAM IIe ITOCAQHHA Y
CBOTOAHINTHBOMY €BaHTEABCBKOMY YyPHBKy, 00 Bin
3AKAHKAB IX BUABAATH MHAOCEPAA Doxke AO CBOIX OAMKHIX,
HaBITb AO THX, KOIO AyXKE BaKKO AroOuTH. BiH ckaszaB iMm
CTABUTHCA AO BCIX TaK, IK BOHH XOUYTb, II[0OO CTABUAUCH AO
Hux. Bin roBopus, 1o tpeba AFOOHTH HE TIABKH APY3IB, 2
it Boporis. Boru maam poburn AOOPO HaBITH THM, XTO 3
HIIMH IIOTAaHO IOBOAUBCA. BoHH moBuHHI OyAn mosmyarn
THM, XTO HaBPAA YU IIOBEPHYTH iX. 3poOuBIIM Ite, IXHA
«HATOPOAA OYAE€ BEAMKOIO», 1 BOHH «OYAyTb CHHAMH
Bceepmmmmaboro». Ock 110 03Havae “byabre MuaocepaHi, Ak
1 OTenp BaIr MEAOCEPAHUIT .

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Jesus Christ gave His disciples this message in today’s
gospel passage, for He called them to demonstrate the
mercy of God to their neighbours, even those whom it is
very hard to love. He told them to treat everyone as they
would like to be treated. He said that they should love not
only their friends, but also their enemies. They were to do
good even to those who had treated them pootly. They
were to lend to those unlikely to pay them back. By doing
so, their “reward will be great” and they “will be sons of
the Most High.” That is what it means to “Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful.”
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ONATE TO HELP UKRAINIANS
EARRIVING ON SOUTH

VANCOUVER ISLAND ~ Make
cheques payable to ‘St. Nicholas church’
with memo ‘Newcomers fund’. You can also
donate cash or through e-transfer to
finance-stnicholas@nweparchy.ca. Click
DONATE button on the parish website
www.stnicholasparish.org to donate via
CanadaHelps. Tax receipts will be issued.

EQUESTS & WILLS ~ Leaving a
Ebequeath is a process of giving a

donation through your will. It is
simply a distribution from your estate to a
charitable organization through your last will
and testament. It can be as small or as large
a donation as you wish. It is important that
you talk to your lawyer about the process. In
your kindness please remember St Nicholas
the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic
Church in your bequeath and will. If anyone
wishes to make such a bequeath in their will,
the following clause may be included or
added to a will: “I give, devise, and
bequeath to St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic
Parish - 7772 Caledonia Avenue, 1V ictoria BC,
8T 1G1, the sum of § (or

% of my estate), to be used for the
benefit of the parish and its pastoral
activities.”



http://www.stnicholasparish.org
mailto:finance-stnicholas@nweparchy.ca
http://www.stnicholasparish.org/

SUNDAY HYMNS ~ HEAIABHI ITICHI

OPENING HYMN Vsitiau €pero ~ Come My Friends (pg. 238-239)
COMMUNION HYMN Bipyro, 'octioan ~ I Do Believe (pg. 246-247)
CLOSING HYMN bowxe Beanknit, Canmmit (pg. 264)
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE ~ PO3KAAA BOI'OCAVZKIHb
SUNDAY, Oct 4 Divine Liturgy ~ BoxkecrBenna Airypris 10 AM
TUESDAY, Oct 6 Divine Liturgy ~ BokecrBenna Airypris 9 AM
WEDNESDAY, Oct 7 Divine Liturgy ~ BokecrBenna Airypris 9 AM
THURSDAY, Oct 8 Divine Liturgy ~ BoxkecrBenna Airypris 9 AM
FRIDAY, Oct 9 Divine Liturgy ~ BokecrBenna Airypris 9 AM
BowkecrBenna Aityprist ykpaircskorn Mo6010 9 AM
SATURDAY, Oct 10
BibAiiina 3ycrpiu/Bible meeting ~ 5 PM | Vespers~Beuipus 6 PM
SUNDAY, Oct 11 Divine Liturgy ~ BowxectBenna Airypris 10 AM

NOTE: to request a Divine Liturgy, please speak with Fr. Yuriy

"‘“’“ ~  finance-stnicholas@nweparchy.ca

PARISH OPERATING COST SEPTEMBER 20 DONATIONS

Coffee: $93.75; Vigil lights: $22.00; Loose
collection: $75.00; Envelope donations:
$233.00; Pre-authorized donations and e-
transfers Sept 14 to Sept 20: $145.00;
Square donations Sept 14 to Sept 20:
$126.75
TOTAL: $695.50
May God bless and reward you abundantly for your
generosity!

~ terminal for donations located in the church entrance
PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES ~ VAIAEHHA TAITHCTB

The annual operation cost for our parish (per 2025
financial report) is approximately $200,000 a year.
This works out to $3,997 per week.

How can I help? If you are working, donating one
hour of your income per week will safeguard the
financial future of our parish.

WAYS TO DONATE:
e-transfer, tap to donate Square terminal or cash.

CONFESSIONS/CITOBIAD « « ¢t et e ettt e et e e e e e e e e e aaaea before or after services
BAPTISMS/XPELLIEHHST. . .0t eett ittt iiee et aes by appointment
MARRIAGES/ILIAFOB L. . . et ttte ettt ettt e e e e e six months notice should
be given to the parish priest, and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made
FUNERALS /TIOXOPOH . .« ettt et et et et et et e e e et eee e e e by appointment
BLESSINGS/ OCBIUEHHS . .« e et vt e e e et e e e e e e e e contact priest
HOSPITAL VISITS/BIABIAMHI B ATKAPHLI. e e e teteee et et at any time 250.384.2292

Ukrainian Catholic Church ~ www.ugcc.ua ~ Vkpaiucpka ['pexo-Karoanmreka Llepksa
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PRAYER FOR THE AFFLICTED PEOPLE OF UKRAINE IN TIME OF WAR

Lord Jesus Christ, our God, we entreat
@ You to hear the earnest prayer of Your
beloved Church of Kyivan Rus’ for her
deeply afflicted children abiding in the land of
Ukraine. Behold their grave sorrow and
grievous plight, and speedily come to their aid.
Deliver Your vulnerable people from unjust
aggressors, foreign invasion and the terror of
war. Strengthen courageous defenders of the
nation to fight virtuously, inspired more by love
of those they protect than hatred of the enemy.
O compassionate Lord, shelter the displaced, heal the wounded, console the orphan, protect the
widow, comfort those who mourn, and mercifully receive into Your Kingdom those who have nobly
died guarding their homeland against every aggression. Quickly make cease the spilling of blood of
friend and foe alike, yet stir many to bravely struggle for that true justice which alone can bring
lasting peace. O kind-hearted Lord, as You are our peace, soften the hearts of the unmerciful and
convert those who promote hostilities toward reconciliation, so that Your beloved children of the
land of Ukraine, may abide in that tranquility, justice and freedom which reflects your Kingdom,
where You reign with Your eternal Father, and Your most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now, and
forever and ever. Amen.

MOAUTBA 3A MHOT'OCTPAKAAABHNI VKPATHCBKNI HAPOA V YAC BIMTHU

w o .

O6aaraemo Tebe, BucAyxail mupy
MoAUTBY TBoei yarobaenoi llepksu
Kuiscpkoi Pyci 32 BaXKKO CTPaKAAIOUUX AlTEH
ykpaiHCBKOro Kparo. CITOrAfHb MHAOCTHBHM
OKOM Ha 1X AMXOAITTS T4 AACKABO ITOCININA HA
AOITOMOIy. 3BIABHHU CBili O€33aXHCHHI HAapOA
BIA HECIIPAaBEAAUBHX 3arapOHUKIB, HAIIECTA
arpecopiB Ta TEPOPy BIMHH. 3MIIIHU CHAOIO
TBoero ycix AOOAECHHX 1 BIABaKHHX
3aXHCHHKIB AASl AOOPOUYECHOI OOpPOTHOH, II0O
BOHHU paAIlle KEPyBaAHCA AFOOOB’IO AO
0e33axXUCHHUX, aHDK HeHaBUCTIO AO Bopori. O Ilpemmaocepanunii I'ocrmoamn, 3axopoHu
IIEPECEACHIIIB, 3IIAN ITOPAHEHUX, OOPOHU CHPIT, IMATPUMAI BAIB, IIOTIIII CKOPOOTHHX Ta AACKABO
mpuiivmua A0 TBoro Llapcrtsa Beix, XTO OAATOPOAHO BIAAAB CBOE KHUTTA B OOOPOHI BaThKiBIIMHM Bia
HaraAiB Boporis. [locriimm 3ynnHITH KPOBOIIPOAHTTA AK APYId, TAK i HEAPYTa Ta 3allaAd CEpILd
6araTbOX AO MYKHBOI OOPOTBEOH 32 ICTHHHY CHPABEAAUBICTD, IIIO € AKEPEAOM TpuBasoro mupy. O
Aoopocepanii I'ocioan, Tu — HaIm MuEP, TOMAKIITH 3a9€PCTBIAL CEpIld, HABEPHH THX, XTO CIPHAE
BOEHHHUM AlfIM, AO IpHMUpeHHA, mo0 TBi yAroOAeHHI YKpaiHCHKI HApPOA BTIIIABCA MHPOM,
CIIPAaBEAAHBICTIO Ta CBOOOAOIO — o3Hakamu TBoro Llapcrsa, B sikomy Tu maproemr 3 Ilpeasiarmm
Tsoim Ormem, 1 Beecsarum, baarum 1 ZKusorsopanm TBoim Ayxom, HuHI, 1 TOBCAKYIAC, 1 HA BIKH
BiKiB. AMiHB.

F ocioan Icyce Xpucre boxke mamm,




A YEAR FOR CHRISTIAN FAMILIES ~ PIK XPUCTMUAHCBKIX POAVMH

The year 2026 (Nov 14, 2025 - Oct 12,
2020), is officially designated in our Eparchy as
A Year for Families. The motto for this Year is:
“Patient in hope, strong in love” (Romans 12:12).
This designation aims to promote the
importance and vital role of Christian families
in society and in the life of the Church,
especially during times of war, social instability,
and other contemporary challenges facing
families.

great God, God of our fathers! Grant
our people as many good, holy,
Christian families as possible. Give us
parents who would openly and boldly profess
Your divine Gospel and serve You faithfully.
Grant us fathers who would be examples of
Christian life for their children, true protectors,
and good guides in life. Grant us mothers who
would know how to raise their children well, in
a Christian way, and who would be a help, a
comfort, and a wise counsel to their husbands.
Grant us children who would be the joy and
pride of their parents, and the adornment of their nation. Bless, Almighty God, the Ukrainian
people. Grant them the grace to serve You faithfully and one day attain the eternal reward in
Heaven, for to You, O God, One in the Holy Trinity — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — belong all
glory, honor, and worship forever and ever. Amen.

(Prayer of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky for family)

2026 pik (14 ancromasa 2025 - 12 sxopraa 2026) odinifino mporoAomeHnii B Harmi Crapxii
Poxkom Poaunn. I'acaom mporo Poxy e “Tepnesusi 6 nadii, cunvni 6 awbosr” (Pumasa 12:12). Take
IIPOTOAOIIICHHA Ma€ Ha MeTl INAHECTH BaKAUBICTH 1 KHTTEBO HEOOXIAHY POAb XPHUCTHAHCHKOL
POAHHH B CyCIABCTBI Ta KuTTi LlepkBu, 0cOOAMBO B Wacu BiliHH, COIIAABHOI HECTAOIABHOCTI Ta
IHIIIIX CYy9aCHUX BUKAHKIB AAf CIMEIL.

oke BeAmKHH, boxke ormiB Hammx! Aaff HaIltoMy HapOAOBI AKHANOIABIIIE AOOPHX, CBATHX

XPUCTUAHCHKUX POAMH. Aail HaM TaKHX OaTBKIB, AKI TOAOCHO H BIABEPTO IIPH3HABAANCH O AO

oorkectBeHHO! TBOET €BanreAil 1 A0 TBOET cAaykOm. Aait HamM TaTiB, AKI AASL CBOIX AlTEH OyAn
O IMPUKAAAOM XPUCTUAHCHKOTO KUTTA, IIPABAUBUMHE OIIIKYHAMU Ta AOOPHUMU IIPOBIAHHUKAMHE B JKUTTI.
Aaif HaM TaKHX MaTEpiB, IO BMIAH O AOOpE, IO-XPUCTUAHCHKH BHXOBYBATH CBOIX AITEH, a AAA CBOIX
YOAOBIKIB OyAH O ITOMIYHIO, ITOTIXOIO Ta AOOPOIO paaroro. Aail HaM TaKHX AlTeH, AKi OyAn O IOTIXOFO
Ta CAABOIO OATBKIB 1 KPacoro CBOro HapoAy. baarocaosm, Bcemoryrniii Boike, ykpaiHChkuil HapiA.
Aapyii fiomy Aacky BipHO TOOI CAYKHUTH 1 AOCTYIIUTH KOAUCH BIYHOI Haropoau B Hebi, 00 ToOi,
bowxe, y Cpariit Tpoiiri eannnii, Orge, Cuny 1 Ayxy CBATHIA, HAACKHUTBCA BCA CAABA, YECTD 1 ITOKAIH
HA BIKU BiKiB. AMIHB.

(Mosumsa Mumponoauma Andpes LLlennuyskoco 3a yxpairceky pooury)




ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ OI'OAOIIIEHHA

[j 3 AHEM HAPOAKEHHA ~ HAPPY BIRTHDAY to LIUDMYLA PRYSHLIAK, TADEY
SEMANIV and all those who celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our God
continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all times. Muoras
Airal

@ MOAUTOBHE UMTAHHA CBATOT'O ITMCHMA ~ 3a1pomiyemMo Bac HOrAHGHTH CBOE
MOAHTOBHE KHTTA depe3 untaHHA boxoro CAoBa Ta CHPHUITHATTI CBITY 1 CBOIO BAACHOTO JKHUTTA Y
ceitAl mporo Caosa. CaoBo bowke € awusum cro6om, ke BUMAra€ KMBOTO CIIAKyBaHHA 3 bBorom.
3ycrpiui BiabyBarorecs mocyooru o 17:00-18:00 roa.

[ PRAYERFUL READING OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE ~ We invite you to deepen your
prayer life through reading God's Word and perceiving the world and your own life in the light of
this Word. The Word of God is a living word that requires living communion with God. Meetings will
take place every Saturday at 5-6 p.m.

[ VESPERS ~ In the Eastern Church the liturgical day begins in the evening with the setting of
the sun. This practice follows the Biblical account of creation: “And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day” [Genesis 1:5]. The service of Vespers takes us through creation, sin, and
salvation in Christ. It leads us to the meditation of God’s word and the glorification of his love for
people. It instructs us and allows us to praise God for the particular events or persons whose
memory is celebrated. It prepares us for the sleep of the night and the dawn of the new day to
come. On the evening before the Divine Liturgy, it begins our movement into the most communion
with God in the sacramental mysteries. In our parish, the Vespers is celebrated every Saturday at 6
PM.

IZ BEUIPHA ~ V Cxianiii Llepksi AlTyprifiHHIT A€Hb PO3IIOYHHAETHCA BBEUEP] 13 3aXOAOM COHIIA.
Llsa mpakTika BIAIOBIAAE OIOAINHIN poO3HOBIAL Ipo cotBOpeHHs: ‘T 0ys 6euip i bys parok — ders
neprundl.” [Byrra 1:5]. Cayx0a Bedipui npoBoAuTs HAc Yepes TBOPIHHA, IPIX i crraciHud y XpHUCTI.
Bomna Beae Hac A0 posaymiB HaA Boxmm caoBoM 1 mpocAaBAeHHA Horo AroboBi A0 Aroaeii. Bona
HABYAE HAC 1 AO3BOAfIE HAM IIPOCAABAATH bora 3 HaroAm mpo moall ¥um ocoOH, Iam’fATh SAKHX
CBATKy€TbCA. BoHa roTye Hac AO HIYHOrO CHy Ta CBITAaHKy HOBOTO AHA. BBedepi mepea
BoxecrBernoro AiTypriero po3noOIHHAETBCA HAIII PyX AO COIIPUYACTA 3 Borom y cakpameHTaABHHIX
TarHax. Bedlpua y Harmomy xpami cayxurbes mocy6otu o 18:00.

] PRAYER REQUEST ~ ITPOXAHHA ITPO MOAUTBY ~ Please keep in your prayers the
members of our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and
those who are not able to join actively in their community. ITpocumo, MoaiTecs 3a mapadifs, piIAHIX
Ta APY3iB, fIKI XBOPIIOTH, IIEPEOYBAIOTH § AIKAPHAX, OYAMHKAX IIPECTAPIAUX, 4 TAKOXK 32 THX, XTO HE
MOKE AKTHBHO IIPHEAHATHCSA AO CIIABHOTH.

[ TAMHA CITOBIAI ~ SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION ~ before and after daily (9am)
and Sunday (10am) Liturgies; ~ mepea i micad moaennol Aitypril o 9 roa 1 HeaiapHOI 0 10 TOA.
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DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS ~ VCTAB AITVPI'II

The Divine Liturgy of our Father among the Saints John Chrysoston.
Scripture readings from the New Testament are taken from the

New Revised Standard 1 ersion Catholic Edition.
Vipaincexoro - y nepexnadi lsana Xomenxa.

Troparion, Tone 2: When You went down to death, O Life Immortal,* You struck Hades dead
with the blazing light of Your divinity* When You raised the dead from the nether world,* all the
powers of heaven cried out:* “O Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory be to You!”

Glory: Kontakion, Tone 2: You rose from the tomb, O almighty Saviour;* and Hades, seeing this
wonder, was stricken with fear; and the dead arose.* Creation saw and rejoices with You, and Adam
exults.* And the world, my Saviour, sings Your praises for ever.

Now: Theotokion, Tone 2: The tomb and death could not hold the Mother of God,* unceasing in
her intercession and an unfailing hope of patronage,* for as the Mother of Life she was transferred
to life* by Him Who had dwelt in her ever-virgin womb.

Prokeimenon, Tone 2: The Lord is my strength and my song of praise, and He has become my
salvation. "erse: The Lord has indeed chastised me, but He has not delivered me to death. (Psa/
117:14,18)

Epistle ~ 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9 ~ A reading from the Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle
Paul to the Corinthians. Brothers and Sisters, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus (blessed be he
forever!) knows that I do not lie. In Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of
Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and
escaped from his hands. It is necessary to boast; nothing is to be gained by it, but I will go on to
visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught
up to the third heaven — whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I
know that such a person — whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows —
was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to
repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my
weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain
from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even
considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too
elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from
being too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

Alleluia, Tone 2: "erse: The Lord will hear you in the day of tribulation; the name of the God of
Jacob will shield you. Ierse: Lord, grant victory to the king and hear us in the day that we shall call
upon You. (Psalm 19:2,10)

Gospel ~ Luke 6:31-36 ~ The Lord said, “Do to others as you would have them do to you. “If you
love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.
If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend
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to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest (Psalm 148:1).*
Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia.

Tpomap, raac 2: Koam sitimos Tu Ao cmepru, JKurrs Oescmeprre,* TOAL aA ymMepTBHB TH
oaucrinaaM boxkecrsa.* Koan x 1 ymepAnx i3 rAanOnH miaA3eMHHEX Bockpecus Tm,* Bcl cuan HeOecHI
B3uBaAn:* ZKurreaanue, Xpucre boxke mar, caasa Too1.

CaaBa: Konaak, raac 2: Bockpec ecu 3 rpoby, BcecuapHuii Crace,* 1 aA, yBHAIBINHI d9yAO,
3)KAXHYBCA Ta I MepTBl BcTaam;* a TBOpinHA, OadnsIm, paaie 3 Toboro, i Aaam BeceAnThCA,* 1 CBIT,
Crrace mii, moBcsakgac Tebe ocribye.

I Buni: Boropoamunmii, raac 2: V mMoawmtBax HeBcuiyiny boropoawmiro,* 1 B 3acTynHMIITBi
HECXHTHE YIIOBAHHA HE BTPUMAAU B cOOI Ipib 1 cmepTh;* 00 Ak Matip /KurTTs IHOKAUKAB AO KHTTS
Toii,* XT0O B AOHO BCEAUBCS IIOBCAKYAC AIBCTBEHHE.

ITpoximen, raac 2: 'ocrioanb — Most cuAa i Mo micHs, * 1 Bin craB moim crracimaam. Crzux: Tskko
rmokapas MeHe ['0CIIoAb, Ta He ITepeAaB MeHe CMepTL.

Arniocroa ~ 2 Kopunran 11:31-12:9 ~ Ao Kopunran Apyre Ilocaanma Csaroro Amocrosa
ITaBaa Ywranua. Bpammsa i cecmpu, Bor 1 Orens I'ocioaa Icyca, — Gaarocarosen Bosiku!l — 3Hae,
IIIO A HE TOBOPIO HempaBAX. B Aamacky mpaBnrteAs maps Apers CTepir MiCTO AaMarmaH, o0 MeHe
CXOIIMTH; Ta MEHE CIVIIIEHO BIKOHIIEM y KOIII 3 Mypy, 1 A BTIK 3 foro pyk. Yu Tpeba XBaAmTHCA?
Bomo it He Am4anTE, aA€ A TAKK IIPUCTYIIAIO AO BHAIHB Ta AO 00’ BAeHHSA ['ocrioaa. S 3Haro goaoBika
B XpHCTi, III0 YOTUPHAAIATH POKIB TOMY, — 9H TO OYAO B TiAl, HE 3HAFO, 4n TO OyAO Oe3 TiAa, He
3Ha10, bor 3Hae, — OyB BiH y3ATHIT 2K AO TPETHOTO Heba. 3HAFO, IO TOH YOAOBIK — YU B TIAlL, 9H
6e3 Tira, He 3HAIO, Bor 3mae, — OyB y3ATHII y pail 1 9yB CAOBA HECKA3aHHI, AKUX IOAl ATOAMHI
BUMOBHUTH. Takum OyAy XBaAHTHCSH, COOOIO K HE OYAy XBAAUTHCSA, Xi0a AHII MOIMH Hemodamm. A
KOAH f 3aX09Yy XBAAUTHCA, A HE OYAYy O€3YMHHIL, OO CKAXKY IIPABAY; aA€ A CTPUMYIOCH, IIIOO IIPO MEHE
XTOCh HE CKa3aB OiAbIlle, HDK y MeHI Oa4uTh 20O BIA MEHe dye. A OO A HE 3aTOPAIB HAAMIPHO
BHCOTOIO OO’AABACHB, AAHO MEHI KOAIOYKY B TIAO, IIOCAAHIIA CATAHH, IIIOO OUB MEHE B OOAHYYS, 1100
A He 3HOoCcHUBCA Bropy. S Tpudi OAaras I'ocrioaa paau HBOTO, IIOO BiH BiA MEHE BIACTYIIHBCA, Ta BIH
ckazaB MeHl: “AocnTh TOOI MOE€l HaaroaaTi, 60 MOA CHAA BUABASAETHCA B Oe3cuaal” OTOK, A Kparie
OYAY PaAO XBAAUTHCA CBOIMH HEMOYAMH, ITOO y MeHI XPHCTOBA CHAA ITIEpeOyBaAa.

Aanays, raac 2: Crmux: Bucayxae tebe I'ocrioap y AcHb medaal, saxucturs Tede iM's bora fIkosa.
Cmux: Aaii, I'ocrioan, mapeBi epeMory; BUCAyXai HAC, KOAH B3UBATHMEMO AO TeOe.

€Banreaie ~ Ayka 6:31-36 ~ Ckasas 1 ocnode, six HGaxaere, 1100 BaM YHHHUAU AFOAW, YHUHITH IM 1 BH
tak camo. Koan Bu ArobnTe THX, IO BAC AIOOAATD, AKA BAM 3aCAyTa Tax OO M IPIIITHUKH AIOOAATH
THX, IO X AIOOAATH. | KOAM YuHHTE AOOPO THM, IIIO BAM YHHATD, AKA BAM 3aCAyra 1a ¥ IpiIIHHKH
T€ caMe YMHATH. | KOAM BH ITO3WMYa€Te THM, BIA KOTO MAa€Te HAAIFO HA3aA Y3ATH, AKAa BAM 3aCAyTa
Apxe 1 IpIITHUKA TPITHUKAM ITO3WYArOTh, IMOO BIAIOpaTH BiA HuX piBHE. Bu s Aro0iTH BOpOIiB
BAINIX, AOOPO YHHITE iM, 1 HO3HYAITE, HE YCKAIOYN Ha3aA HIYOIO, a BEAUKA OYAE Ballla HATOPOAA, K




Oyaere Bcesuraporo cuaamm, 60 BiH OAATHE AAA 3AHX 1 HEBAAYHHX. DyAbTe MHAOCEpAHI, fK 1
Orernp BaIm MIAOCEPAHMII.

ITpraacaumii: Xsaaite I'ocrroaa 3 Hebec,* xBaaite Moro na Bucorax. AAUAyA, aAuAys, aAHAYs!

BYABTE MUAOCEPAHI, K I OTELIb BAILIl MMMAOCEPAHUI

Vpusok Ak 6:27-36 € gactunoro Ilponosiai Icyca Ha piBHKHI, fika BinOOpaskeHa B €BaHreAll
Bia Aykn B 6:17—49. Cam yprBOK Mae Ayke LiKaBy CTPYKTYpy. ABa Ireprri Ta IIepeAOCTaHHIN BIpIL,
CAYKATh CBOEPIAHHM CMHCAOBHUM OOpPaMACHHAM AAfl HaBYaHHA Icyca, sike Ayka IIpeACTaBAf€E B
npoMy ypusky. B Ax 6:27-28 unraemo: “A Bam, 1110 cayxaere, Kaxy: /AFOOITH BOPOIIB BAIIX, AOOPO
YMHITE THM, AKI BAC HEHABUAATH, OAATOCAOBAAINTE TUX, AKI BAC IIPOKAHHAIOTH, MOAITBCA 32 THX, IO
BAC 3HCBAKAIOTH .

Aanl, B Ayse CTPYKTypoBaHMi crociO, Icyc pos’sacHioe ckazaHe B IMX ABOX BipIIax i 3HOBY B
TPOXH 3MIHEHIH OpPMI ITOBTOPIOE T€, IO OYAO BHCAOBACHE HA CAMOMY ITOYaTKy: “‘Bu x AroOiTH
BOPOIIB BAIUX, AOOPO UHMHITE iM, 1 ITO3M9aiiTe, HE YEKAFOYH HA3aA HIYOro, a BEAHMKA OyAe BaIa
HAropoAa, i Oyaere Bcesurmmporo cummamm, 60 BiH OAarmil AAf 3AnX 1 HeBAfuHHX (Ax 0:35).
OcraHHii BIPIIT CAYKHTB IIACYMKOM IIIAOTO YpuBKY: “byapre mmaocepani, sk i Ortenp Bamr
MHAOCEPAHUI.

Takum umHOM cAOBa Icyca BHCAOBAGHI B IIBOMY VPHBKY — € PAaAMKAABHHIM 3aKAUKOM AO
HACAIAYBaHHA caMOro bora B HaiibiAbIn moBHIN Ta MOxAHBI dopmi. Komen Ispaiaprammm Bia
HANAABHIIIIMX 9aCiB 1 IO CbOIOAHI IOYMHAE CBilf AeHB caoBamu T. 3B. moaurtsu “IIIEMA” (8
mepekAaal 3 eBpefichkol ma ykpatrceky osmauac “CAVXAINY): “Cayxaii, Ispaiaro, Tocrioas Bor
Har, ['ocmoap eamunmii. AroOmrumertr ['ocmoaa, Bora TBoro, BciM cepiieM TBOIM 1 BCIEFO AyIIIEIO
TBOEIO, 1 BCi€rO cruAoro TBO€I0” (Brop 6:4-5).

B knmsi Aesit cepea 3anosiaeit 1. 38 Koaexcy Cearocti (Aes 17-206) e mie immmmit makas: “He
OYAEII HEHABUAITH Oparta TBOTO B TBOIM CEPIIi; AOKOPHIII IITUPO OAMKHBOMY TBOEMY, II0O HE B3ATU
Ha cebe foro rpixa. He Oyaerr mcrurmcs i He OYAEII 3AOMAMSITHUM CYIIPOTH TBOIX 3EMASKIB.
AroOnTuMeItr OAMKHBOIO TBOTO, AK camoro cebe: s — L'ocrroap” (Aes 19:17-18).

Ayka nmouunae IIporoBiap Ha piBHEHI cAoBamu Icyca, AKI CAyXKaTh CBOEPIAHUM BIACHAAHHAM
AO ABOX BHINIEHABEACHHUX CTAPO3aBITHUX YPHBKIB — II€ INAKPECACHO CAOBAMHU “‘BH, ITIO CAyXa€Te” Ta
“Aro6iTh”. €Banreamct Mared, Hacamiiepea, posragaae Haripuy mporosiap Icyca, ik 3akamk Ao
Izpaiaro — Oyru Ispairem — crpasixuiv HapoaoMm Boxum — Csitaom Aad asmannkiB; CiaAro, — 1100
dgepe3 IPHKAAA BAACHOIO JKHTTA 30epiraTe CBiT BiA 3imcyrrs. Ayka, OyAydH 32 ITOXOAKCHHAM
ABMYHHUKOM, BiApa3y OIABII YHIBEPCAABHO, IOIIHPIOE IIEH 3aKAHK Ta BUMOTH IIPOIOBiAl Icyca ma
KOJKHY ATOAHHY.

O€ €BAHTEAMCTIB IIPOTE, KHAAFOTh BHKAHMK CBOIM umTadam: “Icyc xowe, 1mo6 Bu BHAII
06 AYICTIL Te, KUAAIOTh AL i T “T , 5 NG
AaAl Tmo3a Mexxki 3arosiaeit Craporo 3aBity, i pO3IIMPUAN TOPU3OHTH CBOTO YABACHHSA IIPO AFOACH,
Ta PAAUKAAI3YBAAW YHCTOTY BAACHOI IIOBEAIHKH T2 ITOYYTTIB y BIAHOIIIEHH] AO 1HIIHX!”,

Biakoan Icyc craB ATOAMHOIO, — OAHHM 13 HAC, — CAOBAMU 3acBiaueHHMU B €BaHreaifx, Bix
3aKAHKA€ YCIX IIEPEOCMUCAUTH HAIlll YABACHHA PO AFOAUHY, Ta K PE3YABTAT — CBOE CTABACHHSA AO




BCix Oe3 BUHATKY AIOACH 3ararom. Icyc mpurasye Ham AyiKe IIPOCTi, aA€ BOAHOYAC (DYHAAMEHTAABHI
pedl — MU ITIOKAHKAHI OyTH TOAIOHIMI AO ¢BOTO OTIIA.

bor , axuit o6’ aBuBcsa Ham B Icyci Xpucti — “I'ocioap muaoctuBmii Ta rmeapuii’” (Ax 5:11).
Bim — “Orenp ycakoro mmaocepad i bor yesakoi srixu” (2 Kop 1:3). Anocroa ITaBao xaxe, 1o
“gepes ne Boke MHAOCEPAA, MH ITOKAUKAaHI BIAAATI ceOE AK MKEPTBY KUBY, CBATY, IIPUEMHY BOrosi:
OorocAykOy BIA HAC pPO3YMHY, Ta HE BIIOAIOHIOBATHCA AO I[BOIO CBITY, aA€ IIEPEMIHIOBATHCDH
OOHOBAEGHHSAM HAIIIOTO PO3YMY, IIIOO IIEPEKOHYBATUICA, ITIO TO € BOAA boika, Imo A0Ope, 1110 BroAHe,
mo Aockonare” (Pm 12, 1 — 2). Piuo x, bor — npo sikoro rosopurs bioais — € bor Cearuit ta
Orenp ycix ATOAEH.

B maripuiit mpomnosial Icyc sakamkae: “Byapre Aockomaai, sk Otenp Barn HeOecHUid
sockomaanit” (Mt 5, 48). Amocroa Ilerpo mosroproe 1ro Bumory xaxyum: “Iliarepesasiu cran
BAIIIOTO yMa, TBEpE3i, HaAllTecAd ITOBHOTOIO HAa OAAroAaTh, IO BaM OyA€ IPHHECEHA B OO ABACHHI
Icyca Xpucra. Sk cAyxHAHI AITH, HE ITOTYPAIOYN KOAHIIHIM BAaIIIUM IIOXOTAM, fIK TO OYAO 3a BAILIOTO
HE3HAHH#, aA€ AK TOM, XTO BAC IMOKAHUKAB — CBATHH, TaK CAMO I BH CaMi yCIM BAITIMM KUTTAM CTAHbTE
cBATi, HarEcaHo 60: “Bu Oyaere cBari, 60 a cearuii” (1 ITr 1:13 — 16).

Tomy, 3a caoBamu [TaBaa 3 mocaanna oo Edecan, B sxomy liae MoBa po BiaBIuHUI Bokmit
3aAyM 00’eAHaTH y XpHCTI Bce HeOeCHE 1 3eMHe, “‘ycAKa AOCaAQ, THIB, AFOTb, KPHK T4 XyAad MYCATb
OyTH BUKOpPIHEHI 3-ITOCEPEA BAC Pa3OM 3 YCI€IO 3A00050. byabTe, HATOMICTB, AOOPI OAMH AO OAHOTO
Ta MHAOCEPAHI, IIPOIMAaiTe OAMH OAHOMY, Ak bor y Xpwucri Bam mpocrus” (Ed 4:31 — 32).
Haromicts “OyapTe mocainoBHEKaME Bora, ik A¥001 AITH, 1 XOAITB y AFOOOBI, 32 IIPHKAAAOM XPHCTA,
IIIO IIOAFOOUB BacC 1 BUAAB ceOe 3a BacC, AK IIPHHOC Ta KEePTBY IpueMHoro borosi samaxy” (Ed 5:1 —

2).

LEARNING TO LOVE (Luke 6:31-36)

“Love, Love, Love - all you need is love!” That’s what the songs and the t-shirts say. So why do
so many marriages end in divorce? And why do so many young people stumble their way through so
many failed relationships? Could it be because love has become a mere slogan, unrelated to the
reality of the God who is love?

God’s love is described in Luke’s Gospel as being “kind to the unthankful and the evil” (Luke
6:35). An Athonite elder, commenting on this teaching, opined that God loves the devil as much as
He does the Holy Virgin. That kind of love is incomprehensible to most of us. Yet this kind of love
is put forward as a model for us to imitate: “be merciful just as your Father is merciful.”

Our ordinary ideas of love fall far short of this ideal. Perhaps you’ve heard the expression
“Show me your friends, and I will tell you who you are.” In other words, what we love displays the
secrets of our hearts. Some people focus on sensual love, and everything they desire and fear,
admire and loathe follows from this love. Likewise people who have given their heart to wealth, to
drugs or drink become the slaves of that which they love. Their every action is directed towards the
acquisition of what they worship. In the Lord’s words, “Where your treasure is, there your heart shall

also be” (Mt 6:21).

Many good people, Church people included, focus on loving their spouses and children and,
perhaps, their extended family. There is nothing wrong with that, surely. But the Lord says that we
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should not get stuck on family love from which we get great rewards in return: “For if you love
those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you
greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so?”
(Mt 5:46, 47). If you are seeking to live a godly life, you must do more than that.

When the Lord was asked which commandment was the greatest, He didn’t pick just one. He
answered, ““You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind.” This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” (Mt 22:38-39). It would be easy to delude oneself into thinking that I love
God, when in fact what I love is ceremonial, music, or the fellowship of my church friends. It is not
so easy to delude oneself about loving another concrete individual with whom we may not have any
particular affinity. As we read in the first epistle of John, “If someone says, ‘I love God,” and hates

his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love
God whom he has not seen?” (1 Jn 4:20)

For the believer, then, godly love is directed toward God, but authenticated by our
relationships with others.

How can a person show love for God while living an ordinary life in the world? Many suggest
that we begin by getting out of ourselves as much as possible in our spiritual lives. We observe a
Rule of Prayer without wavering. We don’t pray simply when we feel like it or when it is convenient
but every day. Just as parents need to feed their child without fail or dog owners need to walk their
pet regularly, we need to make that act of love which is prayer as consistently as these other actions.
Following a Rule of Prayer becomes a selfless act because it is done for the Other, not to please
oneself.

When we approach fasting in the same way it becomes a clear act of love. When people fast
only when they feel like it or according to their own regimen instead of the Church’s practice, they
may well be doing it to please themselves. Fasting on the days appointed in the Tradition, without
making excuses for oneself, is a way of leaving one’s ego behind in an act of love for God.

If these practices are authentically directed toward God, they will invariably lead us to reach
out to our neighbor whom God loves. Almsgiving, particulatly in terms of sharing our precious free
time with others, is for the Christian a concrete act of love for Christ in His Body or on His
creation.

Setting up one’s own plan of Godly practices can be little more than an ego trip. We try to
show ourselves as truly spiritual by committing ourselves to un-keepable rules of prayer or fasting
beyond what it required. We commit ourselves to serve others in ways that we cannot hope to
sustain. Invariably we learn that these practices do not suit us and we give off all attempts at
reaching out to God. The traditional remedy for excesses like these is that people striving to live for
God obtain the blessing of their spiritual guide for each ascetical activity they attempt.

People in a free society become used to doing things their own way, to being independent. But

a person who resolves to love God needs to move beyond his “rights” and look towards doing
whatever is necessary to serve the Other.
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